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appropriations altogether, or else we must pass 
them. d 

The gentleman, my colleague, has no right to 
say if you will insert the Wabash river he will 
vote for this bill. When poe have done that 
he will require you to strike out the St. Louis 
appropriation, and do various other things he in- 
dividually wishes. I repeat, he has no right to 


cay, if you will do all of these things he will vote | 


for the bill; because he knows these things can- 
yot and will not be done. He therefore puts his 
support of the bill on an impossible condition. 

No! Let the Democracy, if it must needs op- 
pose this bill, at least oppose it openly and on 
principle. Let my Democratic colleagues say they 
are opposed to the bill, and that when the strug- 
re comes, on the final passage, they intend to 
yote against it, and not let them pretend that their 
opposition 18 attributable to pretended injustice to 
their own section. 

Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor, but gave way 
to— 

Mr. McDONALD, who said: My worthy col- 
league is mistaken in supposing that I was seeking 
out a controversy with him on this subject. He 
has chosen, however, to construe the few remarks 
{ made with regard to the course he has thought 
proper to pursue in reference to the appropriation 
for the State which he and I jointly represent, into 
an attempt on my part to fasten upon him a con- 
troversy over this bill. Such was not my inten- 
tion; but I stand, like him, ready to repel any 
assaults that may be made upon me, either here 
or elsewhere, for the course which I may choose 
to pursue as the Representative of my district. 
(Cries of **Oh!”’ **oh!’’) 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. If | am to understand 
that as an intimation that I am to meet the gentle- 
man at Bladensburg, | must decline the honor. 
[Laughter. ] . 

Mr. McDONALD. No such 
iwtended by the remark I made. I know my col- 
league too well for that. My respected colleague 
has told the committee that | was here sailing 
under false colors. Now, sir, who made him such 
adiscerner of colors, as to enable him to detect 
whether I was sailing under proper colors or under 
false colors? Ido not think that he has any right 
to call in question my motives. I have told this 
committee (and I believe my word is regarded, at 
least where | am known) that I am in favor of the 
improvement of the highways of this Government, 
such as rivers, lakes, and harbors, while I am 
opposed to every item ‘of the bill that passes 
beyond the strict lunits of such improvement, and 
fastens upon the Government and upon the coun- 
try a system of internal improvements. I have 
told this committee that if the bill is conformed 
to that standard, [ will give it my support. Now, 
Lask my colleague what is there in my pres- 
ent position, or what has there been in my past 
history, that induces him to get up and say, 
that when | make these declarations, I am not 
stating what my real sentiments are? He says 
that because I was in favor of making the general 
appropriation bills the special order, that there- 
fore am opposed to this bill. I do not think 
that any such vote as that should be regarded as 
the test of my sentiments upon a subject like this. 
I have seen from the beginning of this Congress, 
that we should be called upon by the present Ad- 
ministration for enough money, without going 
into any further expenditures than those which 
were necessarily forced upon us; and knowing 
the insidious character of a measure like this, I 
was not disposed that it should be taken up out 
of its order, overriding everything else, and post- 
poning the consideration of the important general 
appropriation bills till the last hours of the ses- 
sion. My worthy colleague has certainly not 


livitauion Was 


eulogized the fertility of the valley from which he | 
and I come beyond what it merits; and how he 


can rejoice because an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the river of our State has been voted 
down, I cannot imagine. If it is right, if it is 
proper, if it is just to the State from which he 


and I come, in the name of God, upon what prin- | 
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a view of defeating this bill. 
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ciple can he justify himself in rejoicing that it has 
been voted down! 

[Here the hammer fell] 

Loud cries of ‘*Question!”’ from all parts of the 


Hall. 


Mr. VENABLE moved that the committee rise. | 


Mr. MILLER, of Ohio, called for tellers on the 
motion, which were ordered, and Messrs. Fow.er 
and Durkee were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 22, noes 105. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Me- 
GavuGuey’s proposition, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reduce the amount of 
the appropriation proposed to be stricken out to 
$25,000. 

Mr. B. said: I desire the indulgence of the com- 


mittee for a few moments, whilst | make a remark 
that is due to myself and to the committee over 


which I preside, in response to a remark from the 


 pomaeg from Indiana on the other side of the 


Louse, (Mr. McGaveéney.] The gentleman stated 
that my object in persevering in motions to make 
the appropriation bills the special order, was with 
Now, sir, I am in- 
capable, in any official capacity, of any such par 
liamentary maneuvre-—— 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. I did not say that the 
geutleman persevered in his motions with a view 
to defeat this bill, but that that was the effect of 
his motions, and that my colleagues supported his 
motions with that view. 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman undertook to 
arraign his colleague [Mr. McDona.p] for voting 
to sustain me In those motions, inasmuch as his 
votes tended to defeat this bill. Now, sir, 1 have 
felt from the outset, and I have tried to make the 
House feel, that the appropriation bills are in great 
yeril. They are in greater peril now than they 
have been, and they will be in greater peril to- 
morrow than they are to-day. We have but 
twelve days of the session left, and there are eleven 
appropriation bills to be acted on. That only 
leaves a little more than one day to eaeh bill; and 
when you consider that those bills have to go to 
the Senate, and will probably come back with 
amendments which will have to be discussed, you 
will see that there will be really less than halfa 
day for each of these genera! appropriation bills. 
I wish to say, further, in reference to the effort 


| which is made here to prolong the debate on this 


bill under the five minutes rule, that unless a dif- 
ferent disposition is manifested on the part of the 
House, the general appropriation bills cannot and 
will not pass. ' 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (interposing.) I desire to 
ask the gentleman whether all the appropriation 
bills have yet been reported ? 

Mr. BAYLY. All of them but one have been 
reported. Ten of them have been reported to the 
House, And it was under a high sense of their 
imperative duty that the Committee of Ways 
and Means—seeing that the House had but litule 
time to give to the consideration of the appropri- 
ation bills—have sought,under the circumstances, 
to serutinize them closely before reporting them. 
As I have said, there are now ten awaiting the 
action of this House. 

Mr. McLANE. I desire to say that I fully 
appreciate the anxiety of the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to get at 
the general appropriation bills; and I will say that 
I trust that ie committee will not rise until it is 
ready to report the bill to the House. 

Mr. BAYLY. The remark of the gentleman 
from Maryland renders it necessary for me to say 
that it was entirely unnecessary, so far as I am 
concerned, as the gentleman and the committee 


know, that I have exerted myself all this day to | 


get this bill clear of the comnnittee. 

Mr. ASHMUN asked if the gentleman from 
Virginia did not know that at least six motions to 
rise had been made, and all by gentlemen on the 
Democratic side of the House. 


Mr. HALL, moved the committee rise. 
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The question was taken, and the committee re 
fused to rise. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will say in reply to the gen 
tleman from Massachusetts—— 

Mr. DUER rose to a question of order. H 
believed the gentleman from Virginia was 
speaking in favor of or in opposition to 
amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. [think it propér, when an in- 
terrogatory is addressed to me, that gentlemen 
should indulge me by permitting me to reply. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts cannot pre- 
tend but that the rules of this House were over- 
rode to bring this bill before the committee, to the 
exclusion of the general appropriation bills, against 
the wishes of this side of the House. This bill, 
not necessary to the operation of the Government, 
was made to sepia the general appropriation 
bills by the action of the other side of the louse 
{Confusion in the Hall.] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bayny's 
amendment to the amendment, and it was reject- 
ed. 

The question then recurred on Mr. MeDow 
ALD’s amendment, and the question being taken, 
it was also rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg to say to the House— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, called the gentle 
man to order, but afterwards withdrew his point 
of order. 

Mr. BAYLY. Before it is 

Mr. DUER (interposing) said that if the gentle- 
man from Virginia was allowed to proceed by 
general consent, and his remarks had a tendency 
injurious to the bill, some gentleman on the othe: 
side must be allowed to reply to him. 

Mr. BAYLY. I assure my friend that my re- 
marks will have no such tendency. I desire only 
to move that the committee rise, in order that I 
may introduce a resolution that the House shal! 
meet hereafter at eleven o'clock. 

« Mr. WENTWORTH. We will do that after 
we have passed the bill. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the committee rise. 

The question was put, and the committee refused 
Lo rise. 

Mr. BAYLY. This is the only day on which 
the motion can be made, and | hope the committee 
wil rise to let the motion be in the House 
before it gets any later. 

Mr. McLANE called the centleman to order. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the committee rise 
[ have a right to make that motion. 

The question being taken, the committee refused 
to rise. 

Mr. FREEDLEY offered an amendment, the 
purport of which was not heard, nor could it be 
ascertained; which was ruled out of order by the 
Chair. 

The Crerk proceeded to read the next section 
of the bill, as follows 


“For the continuation of the Dk 
850,000,” 


Mr. HOUSTON said: It is to that paragraph 
which rpeeeees the amendment which I have sent 
to the Clerk’s desk to be read. It is the same 
amendment which was presented a short time 
since, and ruled out of order. I believe it is in 
order now. I therefore offer it to come in at the 
end of the clause read above. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

** And that full power and authority is hereby given to 
John W. Walker, of the town of Lewes, Delaware, to con 
struct, at his own cost and expense, a floating dock in the 
harbor of the said Delaware breakwater, and to move the 
same at such points of the stone-piles thereof as may be 
convenient ; and also to construct a small house on the 
said stone pile, for the accommodation of the fixtures and 
machinery of said dock, subject to be removed from the 
said harbor and the said stone pile, wrenever he shall be 
notified and required by the Secretary uf the Treasury of 
the United States to remove the same, or either of them.’’ 

Mr. McLANE. ‘That amendment is not in @&- 
der at the present time, under the decision of fe 
committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
amendment 


Mr. McLANE. 


hot 


any 





nade 


laware breakwater 


I will state, in regard to this 





I call the gentleman from Del 


|| aware to order. 
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Mr. HOUSTON 
to state the object of the amendment. 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


Mr. McLANE.. The gentleman is out of order | 


in stating anything in regard to the amendment, 
which in itself is out of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I wish merely 
to state 

Mr. McLANE. The amendment is clearly not 
in order. It is not to amend the section, but to add 
an additional paragraph to it, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not propose to add a 
new paragrajh, but merely to complete the para- 
graph which is already there. [Laughter.] 

TheCHAIRMAN, The Chairrules the amend- 
ment to be out of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Upon what ground ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon the ground that it 


proposes an additional appropriation, and is not 
necessary to perfect the paragraph. 
It proposes no appropria- 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
tion 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment to be out of order. 
read the next section of the bill. 

It was read, as follows: 

*« For the improvement of the Ohio river above the Falls 
at Louisville, $80,000.” 

Mr. MARSHALL offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the clause just read: 


The Chair has ruled the 
The Clerk will 


“ For the purchase of the stock in the Louisville and 


Portiand Canal Company, which remains inthe hands of | 


private individuals, so as to render the navigation around 
the Falls of the Ohio free of tolls, $385,000.”’ 

Mr. McGAUGHEY made a point of order 
against the amendment; and 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to be 
out of order, according to the former decision of 
the committee. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. I desire to offer an 
amendment to this paragraph. I move to insert 
after the word ‘* the’? the words ** natural chan- 
nel,’’ so that clause will read: 

“For the improvement of the natural channel of the 
Ohio river, above the Falts at Louisville, $80,000.” 

Mr, ©. said: Mr. Chairman, I wish merely to 
make a remark upon this amendment. 
been a great deal of bad management in the ex- 
penditure of appropriations upon the Ohio river. 
Obstructions have been made in the channels by 
the officers of this Government, in the vain at- 
tempt to change the course of the natural channels 
of the river. In doing so, they have generally 
made them worse. This fact renders these ap- 
propriations for the removal of obstructions in that 
river exceedingly unpopular among the people in 
the neighborhood where these appropriations have 
been expended. They do net desire money to be 
appropriated as it has heretofore been appropria- 
ted, or rather applied as it has been heretofore 
applied. ‘The Government has appointed men to 
superintend and direct these improvements, who 
know no more about the navigation of the Ohio 
river than the Ohio river knows about them. I 
mean the engineers. As I before said, in conse- 
quence of the obstructions which have been made, 
under the direction of the Government, the navi- 
gation of the river has been made worse than it 
was before the Government took it under its fos- 
tering care. 

I tftrefore move this amendment, the effect of 
which will be, that when the money is appropria- 
ted for the improvement of the Ohio river, the par- 
ticular direction for which it is appropriated may 
be pointed out. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I move an amendment to 
the amendment, to increase the amount to be ap- 
propriated to $150,000. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. The gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Ropison,] or myself, is under a 
misapprehension. I specified no amount to be ap- 
propriated for the improvement of that river. 

Mr ROBINSON. That is just what I pro- 
pose todo. I move that the amount be increased 
to 8150000, 

Mr. CABLE. But my amendment did not 
specify any sinount at all; it merely provided for 
the manner in which appropriations shall be ex- 

pag 


pended. 
“Mr. ROBINSON. LTunderstand that. My ob- 


ject is to move an additional amendment for in- 
creesine the amonnt. 


The CHAIRMAN. There is en amendment 
pending, which must first be disposed of before 
the amendment which the gentleman from Indiana 


There has | 


| 








. Lapprehend I have a right [Mr. Rozison] proposes to offer will be in or- 


| der. 

Mr. McDONALD. I would like to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce [Mr. 
McLane] whether the proposition of the gentle- 


man from Ohio [Mr. Casie] meets his concur- 


rence or not? 
[Cries of **Order! order !’*} 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
| of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Casxe;] and it || 


| was not agreed to. 
Mr. ROBINSON. 
| appropriation for the Ohio, from $80,000 to 
$150,000. As my colleague [Mr. McGaveney} 


| has charged some of my other colleagues with sail- 


|ing under false colors, I would like to know 
| whether he includes all his colleagues in that 
charge? 

| Mr. MeGAUGHEY. I excepted only two. 
| Of course the honorable gentleman who has the 
floor is one of those I have not excepted. 

Mr. ROBINSON, 
my colleague alludes when he talks of sailing un- 
der false colors. J desire him to explain. — 

| Mr.McGAUGHEY. Does my colleague wish 
} an answer? 

Mr. ROBINSON. Ido. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. Some of my colleagues 
| profess to be in favor of this bill, whilst their ac- 
| tions show that they are against it. 


they themselves offer prevail. Therefore I say 


they have no right to be considered among the | 


| friends of the bill. They have no right to sail 
| under these colors. This is what I referred to 
| when I spoke of them as sailing under false col- 
| ors. 

| Mr. ROBINSON. 

| I have never pretended to be in favor of the bill. 


Mr. MeGAUGHEY. 


| not vote for it if his own amendment is adopted, 
| then of course [ exonerate him from the charge of 
| sailing under false colors. : 
Mr. ROBINSON. 
such bills whenever they came up. 
against this now, if I have an opportunity to meet 
the question fairly. I told my constituents that I 
should vote against it, and that I would not vote 
for a bill of this character if they should put in 
$400,000 for the Ohio. 
of internal Jjmprovements by the General Govern- 
ment. 
I never shall. [am opposed to it wpon principle; 
and I will not concede that the General Govern- 
| ment has the right to make these improvements. 
My constituents will be satisfied with the simple 
fact, that if those two millions, in round numbers, 
are appropriated for the purpose of internal im- 





I now move to increase the | 


I do not understand to what | 


They will | 
not even vote for the bill should the amendments | 


As far as I am concerned, | 


If my colleague avows | 
his opposition to the bill in any shape, and will | 


I have always voted against | 
I shall vote | 


I shall vote for no system | 


I never said I would so vote, and I believe | 


L GLOBE. 


| 


| upon principle to all these internal improve 








provements this year, the Goxernment will have | 


to borrow money, and they will have to be taxed | 


| to furnish it. } 
| lessons at home inthis very matter. 


whole country, especially of the Ohio and Missis- 
| sippi valleys, to this important fact, that this bill, 
| which has 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I rise to a 
| point of order, and that is, that the gentleman is 
| not supporting his amendment at all. 
| Mr. ROBINSON. Wait until you hear me 
| further. I was just coming to that point. 
Whigs in the section of the country I represent, 
| were in favor of internal improvements, and my 
political opponents met me upon the stump with 
| this argument, that you will vote away millions for 
| the Atlantic and the northern lakes, but nothing 
| for the Ohio river. I say, I will vote for no ap- 


| propriations for internal improvements for any | 


section of the country in the present condition of 
‘the Treasury. I wish to call the attention of 
| these gentlemen to this fact, that in the two mil- 
‘lions of appropriations authorized by this bill, 
there are but $80,000 appropriated for the Ohio 
river above the falls—the river that washes six 
| or seven of the best States of this Union. I say 


| to my friend from Maryland, [Mr. McLane,} that | 
I have no doubt he | 
intended to report an impartial measure that would | 


| this is a sectional measure. 


benefit the different sections of the country alike; 
but it so happens that we get but $80,000; and in 
looking over the constitution of the Committee on 
Commerce I find that the Mississippi valley has 
not a solitary sentinel upon the tower to watch her 


The | 


They have already had some useful | 
But I wish | 
to call the attention of my constituents and the | 
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17, 
interests there. The northern lakes have Wenr. 
worth and Brvenam. I know that the gentle. 
man from Mississippi [Mr. FEATHERSTON] is upon 


it; but he is a gentleman known to be opposed 


ments, 


[Here the hammer fell.]} 

Loud cries of ‘* Question !”’ ** question !!”” 

Mr. GORMAN. I do not desire to make a 
speech. I hope that the committee will give mo 
their attention. I would ask my collearue ieee 
the. way from the Putnam district, [Mr, Me. 


Gaveuey,] if he means to include me in his remark 


| when he speaks of his colleagues sailing under 


false colors? 
Mr. CARTTER. I wish to know what is the 
question before the committee? 


Mr. McGAUGHEY. The question is, whether 
I am to smoke aut my colleagues or not. {Laugh- 


ter. ] 
The CHAIRMAN. It is only in order to speak 
against the amendment. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. I ask if it is in or. 


|| der to speak against the amendment of my col- 


league? 
The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. BROWN. 


It is in order. 
I desire to speak against the 


| amendment, forthe reason that I think $80,000 js 


too much for the Ohio river, unless it is expended 
ina different manner from what the appropria- 
tions heretofore -made have been expended, | 
will vote for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr Caste,] to confine the improvye- 
ments to the natural channels of that stream. And 
I would take now the statements of old and expe. 
rienced engineers and steamboat men, rather than 
the opinions of your graduates from West Point, 
These experienced men tell you that the system 
of internal improvements has injured instead of 
benefiting the Ohio. I have a word to say to my 
colleague over the way. I have to say to him that 
I took issue with mry competitor upon every stump 
through my district, declaring that I should not 
vote one dollar of money from the national Treas- 
ury for works of internal improvement. That 
was the only distinct issue Made. 1 have avowed 
myself here against this measure, and shall vote 
against it, regardless of whatever appropriations 
may be put into the bill, whether for the Wabash, 
Ohio, or any other stream. Mr. Chairman, we 
have got to fight this question. We may as well 
commence it now while this matter is in its infancy, 
before it grows to a mammoth growth, so that it 
will break down and destroy this Government and 
its revenues. For my part I shall vote against 
such appropriations. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Casie’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to 

Mr. CALDWELL proposed to offer an amend- 
ment. He did not, he said, know whether it was 
in order now or not. If it was not, he wished to 
know when it would be in order? 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


* Provided, That no portion of the money appropriated 
by this bill shall be expended until it shall be ascertained 
that the current revenues of the Government shall be suffi- ° 
cient to cover all the expenditures authorized by this and 
all other acts of Congress for the year ending June 30, 1852.” 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose to a point 
‘of order, that it was not in order to offer the 
amendment at the present time. 

The CHAIR ruled that the améndment would 
only be in order at the end of the bill. 

Mr. McDONALD offered an amendment, to 
come in at the end of the appropriation for the 
Mississippi river, the Ohio below the Falls, &c., 
viz: 

‘For the improvement of the Wabash river above the 
Rapids, $120.” 

Mr. McD. said: It will be observed, Mr. Chair- 
man 

Mr. MARSHALL made a point of order 
against the amendment, that it provided for an 
appropriation for an object distinct from the para- 
graph to which it was proposed to be attached. 
~ The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. McDONALD desired to call the attention 
of the House to that section of the bill to which 
he offered an amendment. It was read, as fol- 
lows: 


“ For the improvement of the Mississinni river, the Ohio 
river below the Falls at Louisville, and the Missouri and 
Arkansas rivers, $240,000.”° 

Mr. McD. contended that the amendment 


which he proposed to offer was for the improve- 











1951. . 


ment of the river which forms a part of this very | 
siream provided for in the paragraph read. He 
maintained that the amendment was germane. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is simi- 
lar to one Which has been already decided by the 
Chair, and, therefore, it is out of order. Does the 
veptieman take an appeal ? 

*'Mr. McDONALD. The sum I propose is dif- 
ferent, and I take an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN has decided the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
McDonatp,] making an appropriation for the 
Wabash river, to be out of order, and from that 
decision the gentleman takes an appeal. 

Mr. McDONALD asked for tellers, but they 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, Shall the decision 
ef the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee? and decided in the affirmative. So the 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky. I believe, sir, 
that the appropriation in the bill is $240,000 for 
improving the nayigation of the Mississippi. I 
move to increase that sum to $350,000. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, I am instructed 
by the Committee on Commerce to make that mo- 
tion at the proper time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman make | 
that motion? 7 

Mr. McLANE, No, sir. I simply gave no- 
tice that | would make the motion when the proper 
time arrived, 

Mr. JOHNSON, 
amendment. 

The next paragraph was read, as follows: 

«Por the repair of the dam at the head of Cumberland 
Island, in the Ohio river, $50,000.” 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, moved to amend that 
section by striking out the word *‘ repair,” and | 
inserting in lieu thereof “ removal.”’ 

Mr. C. Mr. Chairman, it is urged upon me by 
the river men of Ohio, to use what little influence || 
I have, to get’ that dam removed. It is a mere 
ledge of rocks thrown in there upon which prop- 
erty to the value of millions of dollars is lost | 
in boats that are staved. Hence the necessity of 
removing it. It is the opinion of those who navi- 
gate the stream, that a aa can never be pexrma- 
nently built there, which will not involve great 
destruction of property. The object of throwing 
the rocks into the main channel in that place, was 
to change the current of the river and carry it over 
to the Smithland side, there being a bar at the 
lower end on that side. It seems impossible to 
change the channel, and indeed, a competent en- 
cineer would never undertake to obstruct the main 
current of the Ohio river by throwing rocks into 
the channel for that purpose. If he desired to |! 
change the current of the river, the diversion would 
be commenced miles above. I am informed 
from good authority, that millions of dollars worth 
of property have been lost on that ledge of rocks, 
thrown in there by the aythority of the Govern- 
ment. I offer this amendment, as I did the other 
one, in good faith, and I do hope that each and 
every member who desires to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Ohio river will vote for this amend- 
ment. I repeat, it is to strike out the word * re- 
pair” and insert ‘* removal.” 

Mr. BOYD. I regret that the gentleman from 
Ohio has felt it to be his duty to make the motion he 
has submitted. For, sir, if there bean item in that 
bill possessing merits far above all others, it is 
that which proposes to repair the ‘‘dam”’ at the 
head of Cumberland Island in the Ohio river. The 
gentleman proposes to remove the ‘* dam,”’ and 
in support of that proposition he offers his opinion, 
that for all the great interests concerned, it will be 
better to remove than to repair that structure. 
Now, sir, in opposition to this solitary opinion of 
the gentleman, we have the judgments of one thou- 
sand four hundred and forty-eight memorialists, 
who appeal to us in the most earnest and impres- 
sive manner not to REMOVE, but to Repair the 
‘““dam.’? Among those memorialists we find the 
Merchants and Insurance Companies of the cities | 
of New Orleans, Memphis, Nashville, Clarks- 
ville, Louisville, Cincinnati, and intermediate 
towns; and last, though not least, we have the 
names of one hundred and ninety-four masters and 
other officers of steamboats navigating the Ohio 
river—all—all bearing the most unequivocal testi- 
mony in favor of repairing the work. These me- || 


I will then withdraw “my 





| ate and efficient action on this subject. 
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lish the fact, that the ‘‘ dam”’ was originally con- 
structed for the double purpose of relieving the 
navigation of the Ohio and the Cumberland rivers 
from formidable obstructions occasioned by the 
formation of sand-bars at the head and at the foot 
of Cumberland Island, in the Ohio river, and that 
although, from unav@idable causes, the ‘*dam”’ 


| never was completed, that from its construction 
, in 1834 to the time of its giving way some three 


years ago, the dam did accomplish that desirable 
object. 

n addition to this, I have before me the report 
of a competent engineer, (Colonel Long,) which 
is clear to the point that, by repairing this work, 
the current of the Ohio will be thrown into the 
channel on the Kentucky side of the island, by 
which the accumulation of sand-banks will be at 
once swept out, and the navigation of the Ohio 
river be thereby made as good as God and nature 
made it, on the one hand, whilst the navigation of 


| the Cumberland river would be relieved from the 


most formidable obstructions to be found in that 


| stream, fom the city of Nashville to its junction 
| with the Ohio river. 


Sir, aside from its having 
settled, the proof is entirely clear that no breach 
has been made in the original ‘‘ dam,’’ but that 
throughout its entire length it remains entire and 
unbroken, and retains its original form and posi- 
tion as perfectly as when first constructed, except 


| the breach which has occurred between the lower 
| end of the **dam’’ and the head of Cumberland 


Island, where the ‘* dam”’ appears to have been 
but partially built, and was not sufficiently deep 


| and broad to resist the undermining influence of 


the water. 

Sir, from the whole history of the case, the con- 
clusion is irresistible, that by the application of the 
appropriation proposed, the work may be com- 


‘| pleted and rendered permanent, and the munifi- 


cent purposes of its original construction secured 
forever to the commerce of the Cumberland as well 
as the Ohio river. 

One word as to the necessity of action, immedi- 
By the 
sinking of the ‘* dam”’ in one place, and a breach 


| in another, the water of the Ohio river has been 


diverted from the Kentucky chute, and its naviga- 
tion destroyed, and the navigation of the Illinois 
channel so obstructed by means of the “* dam”’’as 
to subject all ascending steamboats, in addition to 
delays and dangers, to a tax of from $50 to $100 


| each, to pass the ** dam’”’ by means of local steam 


power during the whole of the low-water season. 
{Here the hammer fell.} 
The question was then taken on the amendment 


| of Mr. Caste, and it was rejected. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the item 
which reads, ‘‘ For the repair of the dam at the 
head of Cumberland Island, on the Ohio river, 
$50,000,’’ by adding thereto the words, ** and also 
the removal of so much thereof as will leave the 
channel free for navigation.” , 

Mr. S. said: Mr. Chairman, the House will 
understand the effect of this amendment. Instead 


| of appropriating for the repair of this dam, or for 


its removal, I propose to leave it in the alternative 
with the engineers, under the direction ®f Govern- 


| ment, to repair or remove, as they may determine 


the case shall require. My own belief is that the 
work is but an obstruction, injuring the navigation 
of the river, and ought to be removed in whole or 
in part. 

would not have troubled the committee about 
this matter, as 1 have not with anything else du- 
ring this debate, but for the peculiar circumstances 
in which lam placed. I am pledged to a great 
many citizens, captains of steamboats and others 


| interested in the trade and travel on the Ohio river, 
_ to bring the subject to the attention of this House. 


When that pledge was made I was having myself 
some experience and lively sense of the existence 
of the obstruction of the river at that point. I 


| was left two days and a half lying there, a pas- 


senger in a little steamboat in which | was ascend- 
ing—or at that time trying to ascend—the river, 
and had an opportunity of learning fully the char- 
acter of the difficulties at that point. I am no en- 
gineer; but I made @ thorough examination of the 
work and its condition, and became satisfied that 
it ought to be removed. In asmall boat—a yawl— 


| I went about the channel, above and below Cum- 


berland and Dog Island, ant on both sides of the 


ee ge a 


morialists clearly set forth, and as clearly estab- | 


| bend of the river sets the current. 


|| I do not know. 
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the shallows and bars, and was convineed that the 
dam, ora portion of it, had better be taken away, 
for that no repair would probably put the naviga- 
tion of the river at that place in anything like as 
good a condition as it was naturally, This was 
not only the result of my own observations, but 
the conclusion also, I believe, of all the other pas- 
sengers and navigators of the river who were there 
with me -in several steamboats, all detained to- 
gether at the same time. 





Yon may be sure it was 
a subject of interest to us, under such cireumstan- 
ces, and our attention was fairly bestowed upon it. 
The extreme low stage of water, too, enabled us 
to see and examine withadvantage. Indeed, | was 
led to doubt whether the intended improvement 
was ever anything better than a local work for the 
benefit of the town of Smithland. But however 
that might be, I think there was an original mis- 
take made in running the dam too straight across 
the stream from the middle,of Doe Island to the 
head of Cumberland Island, instead of starting 
from the head of Dog Island, against which the 
If this be so, no 
repair would avail anything without a new dam. 
Sut 1 do npt think this committee ought to un- 
dertake the work or judgment of engineers; and, 
therefore, I have proposed, that instead of pro- 
viding foreither the repair or the removal of the 


| same absolutely, it shall be left to the discretion 


of the Government officers or agents to be em- 
ployed on the work. If they decide to remove, it 
will only require as much of the obstruction to be 
taken away as may be necessary to secure a free 
and clear channel. The gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Born] has told us of a memorial of ninety- 
seven boat captains in favor of the repair of the 
dam. Well, sir, I can bring against the opinions 
of those captains, to back my own decided con- 
viction, acquired, as I have told you, on the spot, 
the just as decided belief concurring with mine, of 
the scores of persons who were with me there, in- 
cluding, in the course of the time, the captains and 
pilots of eight or nine steamboats, Now | have 
great faith in that sort of testimony which comes 
right up from the spots Those who so te tify are 
apt to have a feeling sense of what is in the way, 
and to appreciate the best mode of getting it out of 
their way. With them it is no abstract speculation, 
but a present and very practical thing. I recollect 
one old fellow whom I found there with a scow, 
or a sort of keel boat, who had then been there, he 
told me, with his nose against the lower side of 
the dam, for seven long weeks, waiting to get 
over. He was bound for some place only sixty 
miles above, where he was carrying a botler and 
machinery for his iron works. He was still 
there When I left, and how much longer he stayed 
He may be lying there now for 
aught I know. [Laughter.] The only manner in 


| which he could get over the obstructions was by 


| that came was fifty dollars. 
| lying constantly, at that time, al 


| hiring another boat as a tug, which let down & 


float to us at the end of a cable er hawser from 
above the dam; and catching by that and making 
fast, we were dragged up. For this service, ours 
being a small stern-wheel boat, we paid but thirty 
dollars. The usual price for such help to each boat 
There was one boat 
rove the dam, re- 


| joicing, I think, in the name of ‘* The Couptess,’’ 


| should be repaired or removed. 


or some other aristocratic appellation, the Moprie- 
tors of which had provided her for this duty, and 
were making large profits by these tolls levied from 
your citizens. And this, I believe, is the condi- 
tion of things from two to three months every 
year. It ought not to be so. Your improvement 
is now only a nuisance. My amendment pro- 
yo8es to do just what may be ascertained to be 
ee for abating it—either to repair or remove; and 


| hope it will receive the favorable consideration 


of the committee. 

Mr. EWING said: Mr. Chairman, the, bill 
of the committee proposes an appropriation of 
$50,000 for the repaw of the dam at the head 
of Cumberland Island, in the Ohio river. The 


amendment of the gentleman faom Ohio proposes 
to amend the bill, by adding after the word repair, 
| er removal, so that it may be left optional with 


the officers of the Government, whether the dan 
[ am not very 
much afraid that the officers would undertake to 
remove the dam, if the discretion on that subject 
was vested in them, for here is the report of Mr. 
Long, the engineer, who, after submitting his 


river, and observed the course of the currents and H estimates for the cost of the repair of thé dam, 
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says: ‘By opening Uus channel, and reserving 
a free passage of the water through it, the growth 
of the sand bar through which it is to pass may 
be effectually checked, and a navigable commu- 
nication kept open between the island and the 
Kentucky shore, leading from the head of the 
sland directly into the mouth of the Cumberland.” 
We do not choose, Mr. Chairman, to be made 
dependent on the will of an executive officer fora 
decision so momentous in its consequences to 
thousands of the citizens of Tennessee and Ken 
tucky. We know not what influences, rivalship, 
prejudice, or ee ee might bring. to 
bear on a single individual who might be desig- 
nated for the survey, and in an evil hour be 
wrought upon to decide against our interests, 
Gentlemen seem to think that this question is 
one exclifsively in reference to the improvement 
of the navigation of the Ohio river. Far from it, 
sir. ‘There are other And equally vital interests in- 
volved, which, although they ought not to control 
the first, and induce the House to provide for any 
serious obstruction in the navigation of the Ohio, 
still are entitled to great and overwhelming weight, 
where the advantages of two different channels 
are nearly balanced. The Cumberland river is 
navigable for upwards of seven hundred miles; 
she floats upon th bosom the entire commerce of 
a great portion of the States of Kentucky and 
C[ennessee; her banks are lined with thriving and 
prosperous towns, including amongst them the 
capital of our State; and fifty or sixty steamboats 
ply regularly on her waters. The Cumberland 
river enters the Ohio immediately opposite Cum- 
berland Island, on the southern side of which is 
erected the dam whose merits we are now dis- 
eassing. The natural channel of the Ohio is 
unquestionably on the Illinois shore, on the further 
side of the island from the mouth of the Cumber- 
land. It is well known to all those who are 
familiar with the navigation of the western rivers, 
that where the channel forms around one side of 
an island, it always causes a sand bar at the head 
and foot of the island on the other side. The 
eddy water at the head, where the current leaves 
that shore to make the circuit of the island, 
causes a deposition of sand there, and when the 
water passes its foot, sweeping 


on to a point on 
the banks it first left, there is. usually a still greater 
deposit of sund at that place, and thus bars are 
shallow side of the river, both 
and below the island. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the committee will com- 


formed on the 


DOV e¢ 


prehend the vast interest of the people residing on 
ihe Cumberland in the decision of this question. 
re tna ae vemaued. in tar will ine ite” to 
if the cam 1} removed, & Dar Will Inevitably Ti 
formed at its mouth, which, in low water, will 
prevent our commerce 
descending the Ohio, 


frem either ascending or 
During high tides in our 
eriver we will sweep out a channel below, but even 
then we might the 
island in order to go to Louisville or Cincinnati. 
Should the dam be repaired, it will throw the cur- 


rent of 
rent oO. 


have to make the circuit of 


the Ohio on the Kentueck y shore, afd rive 
our boats a free entrance and departure into and 
sat of the mouth of the Cumberland. There is 

other interest affecting a less number of persons, 

more vital in its character, which is to be se- 
riously affected by the decision of this question. 
The people of Smithland exist and are sustained 
almost entirely by the commerce of the Cumber- 


put 


land and Obio; two thousand persons have, on the 
govermental lmprovements at this place, located 


themselves there and vested their all in the prop- 
erty of the town; they fondly and very preperly 
trusted that as we had already constructed a dain 


at this pout, we would not abandon the system 


without some imperious necessity, and capri- 
ciousty ruin these who had put their faith in eur 
consistency. I know it is often necessary for the 
interest of a few individuals to be sacrificed to the 
sublic good; some hearts must fall crushed and 
Plecding beneath the juggernaut of State necessity ; 
but, sir, this is always a melancholy spectacle, 
and ought never to be ruthlessly and heedlessly 
done. If the welfare of the people of Smithland 
alone was concerned in this matter, I would never 
‘@onsent to their sacrifice, and would still vote and 
speak for them in the face of all opposition. 

It remains for me to show that so far from the 
repair of the dam being injurious to the navigation 
of the Ohio, it is really beneficial. 
alone were decisive, it would be unnecessary for 
us to de more than read the memorials on your 


If authority | 
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table. 
already referred to, we have the petitions of the 
insurance companies of New Orleans, Cincinnati, 
Nashville, Memphis, and Clarksville, together 
with one signed by ninety-seven steamboat cap- 
tains, all acing for the repair of this dam. Sir, 
these persons have little or nqinterest in this ques- 
tion beyond the general beneht of navigation. Are 
they all blinded and deceived? Have they mis- 
understood their own interests? The supposition 
is absurd, and we who are so far removed from 
the scene of this improvement, and most of us 
wholly uninformed as to the localities and necessi- 
ties, might well rely unhesitatingly on these repre- 
sentations. It must be obvious, however, to any 


person acquainted with the history of the flow of the | 
river since the erection of the dam, and the nature | 
of the soil underneath, that thecurrentof the stream | 
can ee nee on the Kentucky as the | 


Illinois shore; the sand which has now collected at 


the head and foot of Cumberland Island would be | 


rapidly swept away and deposited on the other 
shore so soon ae the channel was turned by raising 
the dam. Indeed, Mr. Boyd, of Kentutky, has 
just received a letter stating that a smal! rise in 
the Cumberland had carried away the sand ac- 
cumulated at the lower end of the island during 
the Fall, and made a good channel for the present 
at that point. This result would be permanent if 
the current of both rivers could be made to unite 
on the southern side of the island, so as to give 
their joint weight in sweeping out the obstructions. 
The quantity of water in the Ohio would be the 
same whether it passed one side or the other of 


the island, and if it passes along the Kentucky | 


side, it would have the addition of the waters of 
the Cumberland. If this question of making a 
dam to obstruct the natural channel of the Ohio 
were res integra, it might present some difficulty ; 
but, sir, when we made the experiment, found it 
to work well, incurred a heavy expense, and com- 


menced a system, it would be idle now to turn | 


back, and we are urged by every consideration to 
, z ¢ « 


make this appropriation for the repair instead of | 


the removal of Cumberland dam. 


The question was then taken on the amendment | 


of Mr. Scuenck, and it was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the paragraph appropriating $80,000 to repair the | 
dam at the head of Cumberland Island, by stri- 


king out ** $80,000"? and inserting ** $85,000” in 
lieu thereof. 

Mr. J. said, that from an examination of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Long’s plan and estimate for the 
repair of this dam, he was thoroughly convinced 


of the pressing necessity of this appropriation. | 


Considering that there were some seven or eight 
hundred miles of navigable water on the Cumber- 
land river above Smithland, on which there were 
constantly plying some thirty or forty steamboats 
freighted with property from ‘Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky, he thought it was due to the people of those 
States that this snfa!l sum at least should be ex- 
pended in making such repairs as would enable 
the boats, freighted with their property, to pass 
immediately down the river from Smithland. In 


addition tg this, even if it were practicable to re- | 


move the dam, there can be but little doubt that 
it would cost as much or more to remove the ob- 
structions as it will to repair the dam. He had 
witnessed with some degree of pleasure that there 
was a gradual but firm and reliable change of pub- 
lic opinion going on throughout the whole of the 
great valley of the Mississippi on the subject of 
the improvement of our river navigation by the 
General Government, The great necessity for 
this Improvement, and the impossibility of leaving 
it to be accomplished by State enterprise, make it 
the imperative duty of the General Government to 
stretch forth its helping hand, and thus foster and 
encourage the improvement of our great thorough- 
fares of commerce—the Ohio and Mississippi riv- 
ers. The constitutional power of the General 
Government over the subject had long since been 
established and acquiesced in, and it was now too 
late for gentlemen to dispute a power which had 
been exercised nearly ever since the adoption of 
the Constitution. It was but the other me that 
he had read an accountin the papers of the steamer 
John Adams having struck a suag in the Missis- 
sippi river and went down to the bottom of that 
stream in five minutes, taking with it upwards of 
one hundred passengers who were unable to extri- 
cate themselves from the waves. The survivors 


In addition to the report of the engineer | 


Feb. 17, 
of that disaster have sent a petition to Congres 
urging immediate action on this subject. The ap. 

ropriation asked for to improve the dam at Smith. 
and is 4 - of a great system which addresse: 
itself to the favorable consideration of all. Th, 
amount appropriated in the bill reported from the 
committee for the improvement of the Ohio ang 
Mississippi rivers below the falls at Louisville, is 
comparatively small. There should be an appro 
priation of at least $500,000. Our property is jug: 
as valuable, and our lives just as precious as the 
property and lives of those who reside on the seq 
board, where the greatest appropriations have eye; 
been made. Equal justice 1s all that-we ask: equal 


justice we will have, sooner or later. 


Mr. BRISBIN (in opposition to the amend 
ment) said: Mr. Chairman, I hopethisamendmey; 
will not be adopted. Iam opposed to all amend 
ments. I hope the beauty of this bill will not be 
marred. It is now perfect in all its parts, dimen. 
sions, and proportions, and most ahae bie cal- 
culated to accomplish its design. A more perfec: 
system of plunder cannot be conceived.  Ivis trye 
that we seldom find perrection in any bill, as j, 
comes from the hands of a com nittee; but this js 
an exception to all general’ rules. It was evidently 
moulded by a master workman. None other 
could have removed so many snags, rocks, dams 
and sand-bars. None other could have so calmed 
the raging billows, and made every rivulet, creek, 
and river, in this great Union flow on so smooth 
ly and harmoniously, bearing. upon their placid 
bosoms with such unerring certainty the represen 
tatives of this nation to the same haven, at the 
same time, and for the same purpose. And, sir 
the current of these streams is not only mad 
smooth by this bill, but strong—so strong, that al 
resistance seems futile and unavailing.  Sucl 
being the case, T hope this craft may be permitta 
to float on uninterruptedly: let those on board 
have a pleasaim passage. But I would remind 
them, that while they may bear down all obstacle 
we may present, they will have to steer straight, 
or they may find their sails rent by a squall ot 
the people’s indignation. I find, sir, that in th’s 
bill there are eighty-two distinct appropriations— 
a number sufficient to insure its success if each ap 
propriation commands one vote, and of that there 
can be no doubt, for it cannot be supposed th 
an appropriation would have been put into thi 
bill unless it would command at least one vote 
Now, sir, strike from this bill some ten or fiftee: 
of the appropriations therein made, and there i 
not another one contained in it, that, standing upo: 
its own merits, would command twenty vote 
in this Efouse. No attempt has heen made by 
the advocates of this bill to justify this unin 
distribution of the public treasures, but the bil! 
brought in here and attempted to be gagged dow 
right or wrong. Its friends are exhorted to vote 
down all amendments, no matter what their me 
or claims may he. Now, sir, votes enough hias 
been secured to pass it, and it must be swalloy 
as it is, no matter how bitter the draught. A 
if it must pass, if the Treasury is thus to be 
plundered, | hope it may pass as it is, with a 
its enormities in full bloom upon its face. If th 
people are to be robbed of their money hy ti 
log-rolling system, whatever course others u 
vursue, my skirts shall be clear. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked leave to withdraw li 
amendment. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, objected 

The question was taken on the amendment, ond 
it was not agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM offered the following amend 
ment: 

** Por a survey for a canal at the Falls of the Ohio up 
the Indiana side, $5,000. Said survey to be made under") 
direction of an engmeer to be appointed by the President 
the United States.”’ 

Mr. EWING raised the point of order, tis 
the committee were considering that part of th 
bill which related to the Cumberland Dam, an‘ 
this amendment related to the falls of the Ole 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out 0! 
order. 

Mr. BURT moved to strike out the follow 
appropriation from the bill: 

‘ For the improvement of the Hog Island ehannel 1 |) 
harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, $25,000.” 


Mr. McLANE said that that was as importan! 
an appropriation as any in the bill. 
Mr. BURT called the gentleman to order 
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Mr. AicLANE said that he was speakiug in 
opposition to the amendment. 

‘Mr. BURT said that he had made no remarks 
sn the amendment, and the gentleman had there- 
fore no rig at to reply. 

Mr. McLANE hoped the committee would 
vote down the motion, on account of the import- 
ice of this improvement to the general commerce 

f the country. 

“The question was then taken, and the amend- 

‘ent was not agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL offered the following amend- 
un additional paragraph: 


ee ee ee 


nent a 


For the construction of snag and dredge boats, to be 
emploved on the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, 8100,000.”° 
Mr. M. said: The appropriation of $50,000 for 
the construction of these boats upon the coast of 
Texas suggested to my mind the fact that all these 
oats upon the western waters were destroyed. 
To reconstruct them would require almost the en- 
tire sum made for the improvement of the rivers. 
| trust, therefore, that this or some other amend- 
ment will be carried to enable the-apprepriation 
hat has been already made applicable for the re- 
noval of various obstructions to the navigation. 
Mr. STRONG moved the committee rise, as it 
sad already gone through the paragraphs of the 





Mr. MARSHALL suggested that pending his 
mendment a motion to rise was not in order. 

Mr. STRONG remarked that a motion to rise 
was always in order; he did not move that the 

ommittee rise and report the bill. 

Mr. McLANE stated that he had an amend- 
ment he desired to yropose. 

Mr. STRONG ake ier tellers on the motion 
to rise, and they were ordered. 

The question on rising was taken by tellers, 
Messrs. McLean, of Kentucky, and THomas 
acting,]‘and was decided in the negative—ayes 62, 
noes RS. 

So the commitgge refused to rise. 

Mr. RICHA MB sON inquired if it was in order 
to offer an amendment to the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it was, but that 
he gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MarsHatu] 
was entitled to the fleor on his amendment. 

Mr. MARSHALL said: I have but a few 
words to say in addition; and that is, there 1s al- 
ready an appropriation in the bill of $240,000 for 
the removal of the obstructions of the navigation 
fall our great rivers of the interior. The snags 
in the Mississippi cannot be removed except by 
these snag aud dredge boats, and I fear that the 
whole appropriation of $240,000 will in fact be all 
wwallowed up in the construction of the vessels 
preparatory to the removal of the snags. 

Finding an appropriation in the bill for the 
construction of snag boats on the coast of Texas, 
$50,000, I thought such an appropriation might 
be made in this case. By such an appropriation 
we should preserve intact the appropriation al- 
ready made for the object originally intended. 

Mr. RICHARDSON said: Iam not sure that 
this proposition which has been offered by the 
rentleman from Kentucky is not one that is calcu- 
lated to injure rather than to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Western waters. What is the history 
of the past in relation to these waters? Is there 
not a proposition now before the House to re- 
move the improvements which have been made in 
the Ohio? Wherever, almost, those improvements 
have been made they have, in my judgment, been 
i serious detriment to the navigation of those riv- 
ers. And unless the gentleman from Kentucky 
can propose some better means than the old mode 
of snag and dredge boats, his proposition is not, 
in my judgment, calculated to advance the inter- 
ests of the improvement Of those rivers. I am not 
prepared to say, however, that when a general 
system is indulged in of plundering the Treasury 
for public improvements, we should not have some- 
thing to dispose of amongst our people in the 
West; but when we do get money appropriated, it 
hould be appropriated so as to be of some ad- 
vantage to us. 

[ have not time now to enter into a discussion 
of the constitutional question as to the power to 
make these improvements. It is sufficient for me 
to say that I concede, so far as I am concerned, 
that you havethe constitutional power. [tbecomes, 
‘hen, a matter of expediency how far you will ex- 
ereise that power. What is proposed by this bill? 
Why, sir, while millions are lavished on the At- 


, Chairman, in 


lantic seaboard, the great Valley of the Mississippi 
gets a mere pittance for the improvement of all 
those vast rivers on which there is more com- 
merece, and more of the munitions of war, than on 
the whole Atlantic seaboard. I am not willing, as 
one member from the West, to take this miserable 
pittance that is doled out to us. I cannot support 
a measure of this kind, unless we are to be placed 
upon terms of equality with those who live upon 
the Atlantic seaboard. I cannot vote for this sys- 
tem, unless gentlemen have some proposition to 
bring forward that will do more for us of the West 


and place us upon terms of equality with those | 


who live upon the Atlantic seaboard. I am not 
prepared to go with those of my Western friends 
who are willing to take this pittance, and to give 
their support to this infamous measure. W hat are 
the facts connected with this bill —and I speak of 
itas a whole. Thereis scarcely a port on the At- 
lantic seaboard that is not included, while the great 
Valley of the Mississippi is overlooked, or gets 
comparatively nothing. While we are to be given, 
I believe, about 4€400,000 for the improvement of 
all the rivers of the West, we are called upon to 
come up and vote millions for improvements upon 
the Atlantic seaboard. 

[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. MARSHALL ealled for tellers on his 
amendment; which were ordered, and Messrs. 
Breck and Tuompson of Pennsylvania were ap- 
pointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 61, noes 59. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. MOORE offered the following amendment: 


‘ For repairing and preserving the piers in the harbor of 
Chester, on the Delaware river, 5,000.”’ 

Mr. M. addressed the committeeas follows: Mr. 
offering this amendment, I wish 
merely to say that the interests of the Government 
imperatively demand that this appropriation should 
be made. These piers were originally constructed 
by the State of Pennsylvania at a cost of about 
$20,000, and by an act of the Legislature in 1825, 
were to be ceded to the United States when Con- 
gress should extend the piers. By a subsequent 
act of Congress in 1827, the cession of the same 
was accepted, the terms having been complied with, 
and the { 
of them, under the obligation to keep them in re- 
pair by the act of 1789. 
these piers have been very much out of repair, so 
much so as to render them almost useless for the 
purposes for which they were originally con- 
structed; and unless this appropriation is made to 
put them in repair, it is much to be feared they 
will become entirely useless, and I hope this com- 
mittee will make the appropriation, and thereby 
save or prevent that loss to the Government which 
must otherwise unavoidably accrue. 

Mr. McDONALD would inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce whether the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
had been submitted to that committee ? and wheth- 
er or not it had received their sanction ? 

Mr. McLANE said that it had been submitted 
to that committee, but had not been divected to be 
reported to the House. 

Mr. McDONALD opposed the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GORMAN offered the following as an 
amendment to the amendment: 

‘And for the improvement of the Wabash river, 
50,000,” 

Mr. G. said: Is this amendment now in order? 
If it is not in order it never will be. It is well 
known that I am opposed to this whole bill, and I 
do not offer this amendment for the purpose of of- 
fering factious opposition. 

Mr. HOWE wished to know if the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana was in order, why 
his amendment was not, when he offered it a short 
time since to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky? - 

The CHAIRMAN stated that since that time 
the bill had been regularly read through, and such 
an amendmeut was now in order 

Mr. HOWE said he had offered it again, since 
the bill had been read through. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that he was not aware 
of the fact, as he had been temporarily absent from 
the chair. 

Mr. GORMAN sai® I was about to remark in 
support of my amendment, that I did not intend 





Jnited States became the absolute owner | 


And for some years past | 
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to offer any factious opposition to the bill, although 
I am wholly opposed to it. 

Mr. WALDO rose to a question of order. The 
pending question was on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, and until that was 
disposed of no other proposition could be enter- 
tained. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the aftendnient 


ee - eee ee 
- - ~~ 


| of the gentleman from Indiana was in order as an 


amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. GORMAN said that he had so distinetly ex- 
pressed his decided opposition to the proposition 
under consideration, that he presumed that his 
amendment would meet with but little favor. He 
wished so to express the decided character of his 
hostility to a ceneral system of internal improve 
ments by the General Government But he sup 
posed that if the committee were to go to hand 
over hand in ascramble for the money of the pub 
lic ‘Treasury, that justice was mtended to be done 


to all parties. I ask, that if the distribution must 


| be made, that it be made fairly and impartially 


The honorable gentleman from Arkansas gets an 
appropriation of some $70,000 for the Arkansas 
river, another appropriation of about $80,000 for 
the Redriver. Every gentleman from the West and 
South knew that the navigation of the Wabash 
was more susceptible of improvement; that there 
floated upon an amount of commerce 
almost equal to that of the Ohio; that the navi 
ration of the river extended from some seven te 
ten months in the year by improvements made in 
it by the State of Indiana; and by the organization 
of a company to improve the rapids below Vin 
cennes, it Was more susceptible of improvement 
thanever. If justice were intended, he called upon 
the committee to consider that a bill had been 
rassed years ago making appropriations for this 
Vabash river, which had been vetoed by Jackson, 
and that those who most warmly o ypased that 
veto were now supporting this bill. He (Mr. G.) 
agreed with Jackson then; and he would ask gen 


its bosom 


| tleman with what show of consistenev they would 


say that the improvement of the Wabash. was not 
in the same line of improvements necessary for the 
protection of, and to tacilitate the commerce of the 
country? There was an appropriation to the Ar 
kansas, and yet it was hardly to be classed above 
the Wabash. Another for the Red river, a river no 
more navigable than the Wabash. If perfect jus- 
tice were intended they must make an appropria 
tion for the Wabash. He told 
the Committee on Commerce And what did 
he say? Hesaid that Jackson vetoed that bill; 
and hegMr. G.) presumed he could not pass it 
through the House. He(Mr.G.) would a with 
what consistency, with what degree of reason and 
common sénse they could appropriate for improve 


the chairman of 
sO. 


| ments in the rivers of which he had spoken, and 


. = S t 
not for the Wabash? He asked if these distribu- 


tions of public treasure were to be made according 
to the wants of the country, and to facilitate com- 
mtrce, that every section of the country should re 
ceive its just share. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky. I shall not oc 
cupy half the time allotted to me under the rule 
I simply desire to say to my friend from Indiana, 
[Mr. Gorman,] who seems a little leaning over 
towards making necessary appropriations in the 
West, it strikes me that the people of the West 
will be, and are, indeed, in favor of these internal 

| improvements, and will in future send men to rep 
resent them here, who will vote in favor of meas- 
ures like this. The geatleman from Indiana re- 
minds me of the man who was a little atheistical, 
and was about to die, and who, finding such the 
case, and beginning to fear, said ‘‘ Oh! Lord, if 
there is any, have mercy on my soul, if I have 
any.’’? The reason why | oppose the amendment 
of my friend from Indiana is, that I am afraid 
that the ghost of Old Hickory might rise up here, 
and we would not be able to get him down again 
this session. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. McDONALD demanded tellers on the 
question of the adoption of Mr. Gorman’s amend- 
ment; and they were ordered. 

The question being taken by tellers, (Messrs 
Txompson of Mississippi, and Harcowayr acting, ) 
was decided in the negative—ayes 27, noes 90. 

So the amendiment was rejected. 
| Mr..HOWE proposed the following amend- 
| ment to the pending amendment, [Mr. Moorne’s:} 

‘* For a survey of the Alleghany river, $10,000.” : 

Mr. H. said: I am not going to makea speech, 
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In my opinion, the worst enemies of this bill are 
to be found among its friends. The amendment 
1 have proposed, oe tometo be a meritori- 
ous one, or I should not have offered it. The 
improvement of the Alleghany river is an object 
of national importance, 1 think that this river is 
as rauch entitled to the fostering hand and care’ of 
this Gov@rn. sent as any of the tributaries of the 
Mississippi or the Ohio. 
state the exact amount of shipping and tonnage, 
or the amount of commerce, but I know that it is 
no inconsiderable amount. It is navigable for 


eee 


| 
| 


I am not prepared to | 


Mr. D. said that he offered this amendment in || Zane’s Island, both termini of the bridge beine in 
|| good faith, and it did seem to him to be an amend- 


ment that must strike every member of this House 
as a just and proper one. He need not speak of 
the amount of commerce of the Ohio river. He 
need not tell gentlemen that upon that river floats 
the commerce of three or four of the most fertile 
States in. the Confederacy. And yet, whilst the 
Treasury of their country had been poured out 
for the benefit of the commerce upon the lakes and 


' the Atlantic seaboard, the commerce of the Ohio 


six or eight months of the year, and during that | 
period boats are constantly plying a distance of | 


one hundred and eighty mi 
aspect you may, itis an important river, and has 
as good a right to be improved as any of the rivers 
that are appropriated for in the bill. 
fortune that I now realize, that I did not submit 


es. Take it in any | 


It is a mis- | 


this proposition to the Committee on Commerce, | 


and had it introduced into the bill reported to this 
House, if the committee had deemed that it was 
a proper object for an ee In future, 
I shall be better informed of the best means to 
adopt in introducing such propositions. 

1 am in favor of improving the rivers and har- 
bors of this country, notwithstanding that for a 
time, perhaps, full justice may not be done to all 
sections of the er 


| submit my amendment to the favorable notice | 


of the committee. 


Mr. McMULLEN rose, amidst loud cries of 


When 


** Question !”’ to oppose the amendment. 


1 can be he heard, (he said,) I desire to say a few | 


words. Idesire to make an appeal to those gen- 
tlemen on this side of the House who, like myself, 


are opposed to this amendment and to the bill. It | 


is manifest to my mind, as it must be to the mind 


of every gentleman here, that there is a clear and | 


decided majority of this House who intend to pass 
this bill. [Cries of '*Good!”’ and ** That’s a 
fact!’’] Sir, I say, let them pass it. [Several 
Voices: “ Fhat’s right!’’] j 
fall upon their shoulders. (Laughter, and loud 
cries of **Good!’’] I beg gentlemen to remember, 
and particularly those upon the Whig side of the 


Let the responsibility | 


House, that all the general appropriation bills are | 


yet to be disposed of, and if they undertake to de- 


feat those bills, the fault and the responsibility will | 


be theirs, and not mine. 


I am utterly surprised at the course pursued by 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, in | 


regard to this question. 
Congress, that that gentleman was a Democrat; 
but if the principles he has avowed herqare the 
principles of Democracy, then I do not belong to 
that party. 


| heard, before 1 came to | 


Sir, I bee gentlemen on the other side of the 


House, and particularly gentlemen from the North, 
to be careful how they pass this bill, and the va- 
rious amendments that are about to be tacked to it. 
I beg them to remember that the people of pe 
South are yet sensitive upon the subject of north- 
ern legislauon. I beg gentlemen, and I beg the 


Democratic party especially, to remember, that if | 


they pass this appropriation bill of two millions of 
dollars, it is but an addition to the tariff upon the 


veople of the South of two millions of dollars. | 
Jisguise itas you may, if you take this money | 
out of the Treasury for appropriations for the riv- | 


ers and harbors of the country, you will have to 
fill up the vacuum by a tariff. 


I do not blame | 


those gentlemen who advocate a high tariff for | 
voting for this bill, and the various amendments; | 
but I must be allowed to express my surprise and | 
indignation that gentlemen bearing the cognomen | 


of Democrats should come up and vote for this 
bill. 

But, sir, I beg gentlemen to remember that this 
bill must pass. Let us, then, bide our fate like 
men. [Laughter.] 


Let us vote against its pas- | 


sage, but let us not impede the legislation of the | 


country by factious opposition. 
cries of ** Good !”? * good !’"] 


[Laughter, and 


The question was taken on the amendment to | 


the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


The question then recurred on Mr. Moore’s 
amentiment, and being taken, the amendment was || 


not agreed to. 
Mr. DUNHAM, who was almost inaudible in 


consequence of the great confusion which prevailed | 
in the Hall, then again offered his amendment |; r : 
act, authorized a suspensioa bridge to be swung | 


making appropriation for a survey for a canal 
round the Falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana side. 


' 
‘ 


river had been taxed to supply the revenues for 
the improvements that have been made on the 
lakes and the Atlantic seaboard. 

It was, he said, a erying and a burning shame | 
that there should be this disparity and injustice in | 
the treatment of different sections of the Union. | 
It was true that there was a eanal at the Falls of 
the Ohio, on the other side of the river, but every | 
man knew that that canal was not one quarter 
sufficient to meet the demands of the commerce of 
the Ohio. 

There was, he said, a proposition now pending | 
at the other end of the Capitol to make that canal 
free. He should vote for that, and thought that 
it ought to be made free. But that canal, even if | 
widened, would not have sufficient capacity to | 
meet the demands of the commerce of the country, | 
and during the whole time whilst it was being en- | 
larged the commerce of the river would be entirely | 
stopped. He hoped that the committee would 
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make this appropriation, and allow the survey to || 


be made. 


Mr. MARSHALL said: There is no necessity |! 


for the expenditure which the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana contemplates. The Bu- 
reau of Topographical Engineers already contains | 
the result of several surveys of the falls of the 
Ohio. No light can be thrown on that character | 


of obstructions to the navigation of the river by |, 


any new survey. Captain Cram, a gentleman | 
whom I know personally, spent months in making | 
a survey of the falls and reconnoissances in the | 
vicinity, and he has returned to the bureau a | 


memoir containing no less than eight plans of im- |! 


roving the navigation by artificial constructions. | 
Mr. Ball, a civil engineer, who visited the falls 
at the instance of persons interested in a canal on | 
the Indiana side of the river, has made a report on | 
the same subject. And, finally, Lieutenant Col- | 
onel Long, ae is stationed at Louisville, a dis- 
tinguished officer of the Topographical Corps, has 
returned a memoir, illustrated by maps of great 
beauty and minuteness of detail, exhibiting his 


views of the proper improvement. The map ac- | 
companying the memoir of Lieutenant Colonel | 


Long shows the various levels of the falls, from 


their foot to the head, by horizontal sections; the |, 


soundings by lines and figures; and the course of | 
the currents, at various stages of the water, by 

yroper marks. My neighbor from Indiana [Mr. 

Desnan] cannot want anything more than this 

paper. No new survey will throw any light on 

the subject. 

But, apart from the want of a necessity for this 
expenditure, there is no propriety in it, for the | 
people of the Ohio Valley will not want a canal 
on the Indiana side of the river, when public sen- 
timent is correctly sounded, and the public mind 
sounds all the views to be taken of that subject. 

The Louisville and Portland Canal can be en- 
larged so as to meet all the wants of commerce 


for a century to come, by an expenditure of about | 


$350,000. The remaining stock, in the hands of 
private stockholders, can be obtained by the Uni- 
ted States immediately, for the sum of $375,000; 


and I do not believe that a canal, suited for navi- | 
gation, can be constructed on the Indiana side for | 


less than a million and a half. 


I attempted, during the progress of this discus- | 
sion, to obtain the floor, to enter into a general | 
examination of the questions which have been de- | 


bated here, and, especially, the question of power 





to make a to improve our western | 
was not able to obtain the floor. I |) 


rivers; but 


shall abstain from entering into that subject now, | 
except to puta single case to my Virginia friend | 
who has, a moment since, addressed the House, | 
[Mr. McMvtten], with such emphasis against | 
the constitutional power of the Government. It | 
is a case in his own State, and he will no doubt be 


familiar with it. The Virginia Legislature, by an | 


in mid-air across the Ohio, from Wheeling to 


2 
Virginia, and at sixty or seventy feet above tire 
usval water level. The bridge was built. Bo. 
cause it has been found, at the highest stages of 
water, to interfere with the chimneys of steam- 
boats navigating that part of the Ohio, Pennsylya- 
nia applied to the United States court to have the 
bridge removed as a nuisance. That United States 
court is a creature of the Constitution—a part of 
the Federal Government,and has entertainec juris- 
diction of the case. Now, I want my friend to 
say if Virginia can submit to the proposition that 
a Government which is so jealous of the freedom 
of the navigation of the Ohio as that it cannot tol- 
erate a bridge across that stream, Seventy feet 
above its surface, shall in the next breath deny its 
obligation and even its power under the Consiity- 
tion to improve that navigation ? 

One word more, and I will resume my seat. | 
entertain no doubt about the constitutional power 
in question, and no doubt as to the expediency, 


|| nay, necessity of this class of appropriations, 


The people of.the western country will understand 
the issue which is formed with gentlemen on the 
other side of the Chamber who, representing them 
on this floor, refuse to vote to take the snags from 
their rivers, or to remove obstructions to naviva- 
tion. I am willing to abide their verdict on that 
issue, and to await with the amendment I offered 
yesterday—to free the navigation of the Ohio by 
the removal of tolls upon its commerce—until the 
voice of the people can be heard 

| Here the hammer fell-} 

Mr. DUNHAM said, that at the suggestion of 
some friends, he asked to propose an amendment 
to the amendment, so as to increase the amount to 
$6,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to a question of order, 
He.believed debate was out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it was, but that 
the gentleman from Indiana could alter his amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken @@ Mr. Dunuam’s 
amendment, and it was lost. 

Mr. WALDO offered the following amend- 
ment: 

‘* For fmproving the harbor of Saybrook, Connecticut, 
by removing the bar at the mouth of Connecticut river, 
$40,000.°? 

Mr. W. said that he would only trespass a few 
minutes on the time of the committee, and that 
= to explain his amendment; and if they 
would give their attention for a time, he did not 
doubt but that the friends of the bill would be in- 
duced to support it. The harbor was one that 
had formerly received the benefit of Government 
appropriations. In 1836, a small appropriation 
had been made for the river and harbor at Say- 
brook, and the navigation had been very mate- 
rially improved. If an appropriation could now 
be made, they would be enabled to complete the 
work, so as not only to benefit the navigation of 
the river at that point, but so as to benefit the 
commerce of the eastern States and southern 
States. The commerce of the eastern States passed 
through this bar to the South, and it was _ neces- 
sary that ships should have some safe and easily 
accessible harbor in case of storms. It would be 


| able, with the improvements that could be advan- 


tageously made upon it, to be made to accommo- 
date several hundreds of large ships. ‘The Con- 
necticut was navigable fifty miles to Hartford for 
sloops. In the county of Hartford there were 
over six hundred manufactories, in which up- 


| wards of nine thousand persons were employed; and 


the raw material, from Pennsylvania and from the 
South, and a large amount of-commerce, in the 
shape of lumber from the eastern States, had to pass 
over the bar at the mouth of the river, in order to 
arrive at Hartford. The manufactures amounted 
to about $10,000,000 of goods. The tonnage of 
the commerce passing over this bar annually was 
something near two millions of tons; and the com- 
merce below the city was even greater than at the 
city itself. He therefore hoped that the amend- 
ment would be carried. 

Mr. ROOT said: I believe that every friend of 
this bill is in favor of confining the oc. 
to great national objects, except it be in his own 
district. [Laughter.] If this amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Connecticut pre- 
vails, I shall expect to see an amendment offered 
to provide a harbor in some raging canal. (Laugh 
ter.] As I understand the position of this harbor 








ad 





1851. 


on one side there is Long Island Sound, and on 


the other there is the river, navigable for sloops 


for some fifty miles. The great object is to pro- 
tect and favor the commerce and trade of certain 
manufacturers in the neighborhood of Hart- 
ford. Iam in favor of the manufacturers in that 
neighborhood, as I am in favor of manufacturers 
everywhere else, and I wish to give them every 
chance of prosecuting their business successfully; 
but it is my opinion that they have water ensugh 
there to float all their craft, and I think there is 
ifo reason for giving them a deeper channel. 
Sir, if we are to act upon every proposition that 
may be made here for the particular accommoda- 


tion of every member, and of the constituents of | 


every member, we shall really give weight to the 
objection made here with regard to the amount to 
be appropriated by this ill. On the one hand we 
are told that this is an exceedingly partial, unfair, 
and illiberal measure, and on the other we are told 
that the amount is enormous and extravagant. 
We cannot obviate both these objections. There 
js not a member here, I presume, who does not 


know that the appropriations for his neighbor- | 


hood are entirely inadequate and insufficient for 
the successful prosecution of the work. But we 
know that the whole subject has been submitted 
to a competent commmittee, who have had better 
opportunities of coming to a correct conclusion 
than this House can possibly have, and I hope, 
therefore, if we intend to pass this bill, we shall 
stick to it as it was reported by the committee. 

The question was then taken oh Mr. Waxpo’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BELL offered the following amendment: 

“For removing the bar at the mouth of the Sandusky 
river, in the State of the Ohio, $10,000.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. McLANE offered a substitute to the bill. 

Mr. McDONALD wished, before the gentle- 
man from Maryland offered his substitute, to of- 
fer an Sera 


Mr. McLANE yielded the floor. 
Mr. BUEL offered the following amendment: 


“To connect Lake Superior with the lower lakes by 
continuous navigation around the Falls of St. Mary’s river, 
$50,000. 


Mr. B. said: I beg the indulgence of the com- 


mittee for the purpose of making a few remarks in | 


explanation of the merits of this amendment. 
That region of the country which I in part repre- 
sent, is deeply interested in its adoption. There 
are but few measures, if any, now pending before 
Congress, to our action uporm which the people of 
the Lake valley are looking with more interest, 
and I may say with more anxiety, than that which 
proposes a connection of Lake Superior with all 
the lower lakes, by means of a ship canal around 
the Falls of St. Mary. 

I am aware, Mr. Chairman, that I bring for- 
ward this amendment under unfavorable circum- 
stances. The friends of this bill seem to consider 
that its safety requires a strict adhesion to its terms 
just as it was reported by the Committee on Com- 
merce. Hence they seem to fear amendments 
rather than deny their justice. Besides, a bill has 
already passed the Senate appropriating five hun- 
dred thousand acres of land for the construction 
of this canal. But this fact, sir, in view of the 
present position of that bill, gives my amendment 
superior and extraordinary claims upon the atten- 
tion of the committee. That bill passed the Sen- 
ate towards the close of the last session. It was 
referred in this House to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and nearly from the commencement of this 
session that committee has stood ready to report 
itand recommend its passage. But, sir, it is well 
known here, and I desire my constituents and the 
country to understand, that neither that nor any 
other committee of this House, with but three or 
four exceptions, has had any opportunity to re- 
port at this session of Congress; and it ig now 
quite certain that the Land Committee cannot be 
reached at this sessior, even if the call of commit- 
tees be proceeded with. I ire good reason for 
believing that a large majority of the House is in 
favor of the amendment standing as a separate 


measure and on-its own merits, but the circum- 
stances to which I have alluded furnish a strong 
motive for inducing the committee to give success 
to this measure while it now has an opportunity. 
I desire briefly to present to the committee some 
of the reasons which claim its earnest attention, 





| 
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and call loudly for the completion of this proposed || 
canal. 

First of all, let me say, this measure is not just- 
ly subject ‘to those prejudices which are frequently 
entertained against those of a similar nature, as 
being local, State or sectional in their character. 
It is not a local measure, for its benefits will ex- 
tend to many localities a thousand miles distant. 
It is not a State measure, for its benefits will be 
reaped by many States remote from each other | 
in the Confederacy. It is not a sectional measure, 
for it will immediately open the largest of all the 
lakes to the commerce of the entire lake valley, 
and at the same time, in view of the free naviga- 
tion of the St. Lawrence, which we hope ere long 
to secure, it will connect a great inland sea with 
the coasting and even foreign trade of the country. 
Construct this canal, and the vessel built upon the 
shores of Lake Superior may yet find its way to 
Liverpool, and those built upon the head naviga- 
ble waters of the Missouri and Mississippi may, 
after circumnavigating nearly the whole country, | 
along the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic coast, and | 
the St. Lawrence, report themselves at Fond du | 
Lac. , 

Can it be justly called a State work when at | 
least eight States of this Union—Vermont, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Indiana—are interested in the benefits 
Which it will secure? All these States, containing 
nearly one half of the entire population of this coun- 
try, border upon the chain of lakes, and are there- , 
fore interested in promoting their commerce. But | 
is the magnitude of the great Upper Lake duly 
appreciated? Connect its waters with those of 
Lake Huron by means of this canal, and to our 
present continuous lake coast of twenty-five hun- 
dred miles you will add, sir, about six hundred, || 
A comparison of this with the other lakes may 
enable us better to appreciate the great addition to 
our continuous lake navigation, which this amend- |} 
ment proposes to accomplish: 


Champlain av. 105 long, 48 wide, has asurface of 840 ml’s, 
‘ { ‘é 


Ontario “1800 * & ‘“ 7.200 * 
Erie re ee “ 9,120 « 
Che = YY FB “ Q16 « 
Huron sc“ 970 <« FW « “ 18.900 «< 
Michigan “ 340 “* S8 “6 19.720 « 


55,996 

But Lake Superior is four hundred and twenty 
miles long and averages one hundred miles in width, 
and, therefore, has a surface of forty-two thousand 
square miles. This is a few thousand less than 
the aggregate surface of all the others, whilst it 
exceeds by several thousand that of Champlain, 
Ontario, Erie, St. Clair and Huron. 

It appears that there are thirteen States, each of 
which 1s of smaller dimensions than the lake 
whose commerce this bill is designed to reach and | 
promote. It is larger than even the great State of 
Ohio, and is nearly equal to Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland combined. 

But the nationality of the work in question has 
been also claimed in a military and naval point of 
view. The Committee on Roads and Canals had 
it under consideration in 1844, reported strongly 
in its favor, and even recommended its construc- 
tion by the General Government. Say this com- 
mittee: 

‘¢ The indispensable importance of the proposed canal, in 
a military and naval point of view, seems so evident to the 
committee that they cannot deem it wise in Congress any 
longer to delay its construction.”’ ‘ That the country lying 
south of Lake Superior is destined to a course of rapid set- 
tlement, there can no longer bea doubt. Its northern shores 
swarm with numerous hordes of savages in the interest of, 
because subsidized by, the British Government.” 

The committee, supposing a war with England, 
further say: 

“ In such an event the shores of Lake Superior, without 
this improvement, will be what those of Erie, Huron, and 
Michigan were—the scene of foreign conquest, of merciless 
Indian massacres, perhaps of national dishonor and shame. 
Without a naval force on Lake Superior, the defence of 
that country would be impracticable. The building and 
equipping of a separate ficet for that purpose would there- 
fore become unavoidable, and at a cost far beyond what 
would be required to open this proposed communication. ”’ 

To this opinion I may well add the views of 
the present assistant agent of the mineral lands, 
Hon. 8. V. R. Trowbridge, who is well acquainted 
with the wants and situation of the country. In 
his report of September 25th, 1850, to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, he says: 


‘The great argument for the construction of this canal {| 
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|| ent commerce of the lakes. 


| thy of notice. 
| explored and tested, yet for many years t 


ees —— 








is of a national character. A great portion of the vast 
country north ang northwest is held by the British Govern- 
ment and her Indien allies. Itis well known that the In- 
dians are all disaffected towards the United States. A canal 
here would enable the Government to concentrate a military 
force on Lake Superior at any time, and hold possession of 
the great inland sea. The work seems indispensable for 
the protection and safety of the western country. 

** It will not only advance the settlement of the country, 


but protect the settlers and miners in their isolated condi- 
tion.”’ 


Such were the opinions of the Committee on 


| Roads and Canals in 1844, and of the present 


mineral land agent, in reference to the nationality 
of this work; and lam happy in being able further 
to sustain its clams upon the attention of Con- 
gress, by the views of the President. This meas- 
ure has attracted the attention of the Government; 


| and the President, exercising a just discrimination 


between those improvements which are purely 
local in their character and those which may be 
considered national, has placed this proposed 
canal, in respect to its merits, on the same footing 
as the Delaware breakwater. It is no morea State 
measure than that. As that may benefit the whole 
coastwise navigation of the Atlantic States, so this 
may benefit the navigation of all the lake States. 
In the language of the message, ‘‘ it is a mistake, 
‘to regard expenditures judiciously made for these 
objects, as expenditures for local purposes. The 


| § position, or site of this work, is necessarily local; 
| *but its utility is general. 


j A ship-canal around 
‘the Falls of St. Mary’s of less than a mile in 
‘length, though local in its construction, would yet 
‘be national in its purpose and its benefits, as_it 
* would remove the only obstruction toa navigation 
‘of more than a thousand miles, affecting several 
‘ States, as well as our commercial relations with 
* Canada.’’ 

Besides, no one can justly appreciate the nation- 
ality of this measure without an eye to the exist- 
ing and future commerce of the lakes. That com- 
merce springs from the various States situate upon 
the lakes. Although it may be said to be sec- 


| tional in its origin, it will yet be national in its 


blessings, and its fruits be enjoyed and diffused 
throughout the great commercial marts of other 
countries as well as our own. It has already 
reached an extent astonishing to those who are 
not familiar with its details; and even those who 
are most actively engaged in it can hardly keép 
pace in their estimates with actual results. As 
early as 1846, its net amount was $61,914,910 for 
that year, and in 1848 it had increased to $90,500, 
276. These estimates can doubtless be relied on 
as substantially correct, since they are based on 


| detailed eports from the various collection ports 


and distficts of the lake country. 

We are thus able to form some idea of the pres- 
But to measure their 
future commerce is not so easy a task, when we 
colisider that present and actual results have sur- 


| passed all former calculations. Experience in this 
| field does not enable us to judge the future cor- 


rectly by the past, when we find that the develop- 
ment of the commercial resources of a new 
country is in no direct ratio with an increase of 
commercial facilities for intercommunication. If, 
however, we will estimate the future by the past, 
and adopt seventeen per cent. as an approved rate 


| of annual increase of the lake commerce, its aggre- 


gate net value in 1857 will be $170,545,257. If, 
from $62,000,000, in 1847, it is destined to increase 


| to at least $170,000,000 in 1857, at what sum shall 


we estimate it attheend of another quarter or half 


\| of a century? 


: > are 
Such is this vast commerce. This bill proposes 
still further to stimulate and enlarge it, by connect- 


| ing it directly, by means of a continuous naviga- 


tion, with the great natural resources of the upper 

eninsula of Michigan and the contiguous lake. 
Phat lake I have already shown to be nearly equal 
in dimensions to all the other lakes combined. Let 
us look for a moment into those resources. 

I will not call the Lake Superior region an ay i- 
cultural country; but I think, from reliable infor 
tion, experience is demonstrating that it is capabic 
of producing} in time, most of the agricultural 
staples that may be needed for its own —. 


| tion. Any deficit, however, in this respect, will 
| easily su 


lied from the neighboring States. 

The white-fisheries of this region are well wor- 

Although, perhaps, not yet fully 
hee have 


been prosecuted with great advantage and profit, 
and sufficient is known of them, it us believed, to 
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warrant the opinion, that they are inexhaustible. 
The white fish of the upper lakes are now a staple 
article of food in nearly all the marketsof the lake 
valley, and as early as 1847, the amount exported 
from Lake Superior and Mackinac is said to have 
been valued at $113,000. 

But it is for the richness of its mineral resources 
that the upper peninsula of Michigan is most dis- 
tinguished, and it is those resources whose devel- 
opment will, most of all, be more immediately 
effected by the construetion of the proposed canal, 
In the present condition of the country, all the 
exports and imports of the Lake Superior country 
must be unshipped, transported around the Falls 
of St. Mary’s, and then reshipped before they can 
reach their places of destination. The expenses 


of transhipmnent, I am informed, amounted in a | 


single instance to $1,500, independently of loss 
from detention of hands, which might have been 
saved by a canal of less than a mile in length. 

In respect to iron, this region contains some of 
the most wonderful deposits in the world. There 
are none, it is believed, in this country, which 
surpass them in extent, richness, and quality of 
ore. Connect these deposits with the lake States, 
by a continuous navigation, and they will soon 
supply a large i of the country with the 
most useful and necessary of all the metals. | 
cannot speak of them from my own knowledge, as 
Tt have never visited them; but I am confirmed in 
what I have asserted, in relation to their extent, 
by the report of the mineral-land agent, who has 
visited them. He thus describes them: 

* “This new and remarkable appearance of iron is located 
in different places from twelve to twenty miles from the 
lake in Marquette county, in many places out cropping from 
the earth in large bluffs and mountains of ore containing 
seventy-five per cent. of pure iron. From representations 
made, we expected to find something extraordinary in the 
way of iron; we found our expectations more than realized. 
‘To aacend te the summit of a bluff two hundred feet high 
ang proceed to a point where the bluff presented a perpen 

dicular wail of solid iron of two hundred feet was indeed 
remarkable. 

‘< In ascending the summit, we started from their places 
blecks of iron ore, from one hundred to five hundred pounds 
weight, loosely placed on the surface. 

“The facility of obtaining the ore is such that a two- 
horse wagon can in a short time be loaded with a ton, 
gathered from the surface. 

 Atone place we found a man loosening the ore from 
the great mountain. He hadcollected four hundred tons in 
this spot ready to be taken to the lake.”’ 


But there is something more to be found there 
than mere iren deposits. The forge and other 
works of asubstantial character have been already. 
erected, and are now employed m the manufacture 
of iron. ‘Two companies, | am informed—the 
Jackson Company and the Marquette Cortpany— 
are now engaged in the manufacture af iron for 
export. There may be others, whose names are 
waseven tome. ‘These mines are just beginning 
to attract general attention; and it is expected that 
another year will bring inio operation many sim- 
ilar establishments. ‘The ore has proven to be so 
rich that, as is supposed, it could with profit be 
transported. If that be so, the completion of this 
canal would lead to the manufacture of iron in 
many of the lake cities, where, for various rea- 
sons, it could be carried on with greater economy 
und profit. 

In respect to copper, the southern shore of Lake 
Superior is, | may say, the most distinguished. 
there is no other country in the world, I believe, 
which can boast of its vast masses of pure native 

opper, often weighing several tons. The mineral 
land agent thus writes Jo me on this subject: 
‘* The matter is now settled in reference to the 
‘ extraordinary richness and inexhaustible extent 
‘ of the copper mines of Lake Superior. The time 
‘must soon come when the importation of copper 
‘ will cease, and the United States will be supplied 
‘from this source. The purity and abundance of 


‘this mineral fully warrant this conclusion.”’ It || 


may be truly said of these mines, that they are 


to the world in respect to cop ver, what those of 


California are in respect to gold. 

When these mines were first explored a few 
years since, they were the subject of many stock 
and paper speculations. These speculations have 


passed away, and the business of copper mining | 


is now carried on there, upon a solid and substan- 
ual basis, and with great success. Many of the 
mines are now in the hands of able and permanent 
ompanies, which have already invested in them 
large sums of money, and are now employing, 
Summer and W inter, large numbers of experienced 
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miners. The first shipment of copper from this | and importance. If the State construct it 
| mineral district was made in 1845, by the Cliff 


Mining Company. The following schedule will 


furnish some idea of the extent as well’ as the in- 


crease of copper mining in that region: 


Tons. Tons. 

The Cliff Mining Company shipped in 1845,23; in 1850 1,000 
*“ Minnesota * & 1848, 6; in}850 80 
“ Northwest ** ‘ 1848,10; in 1850 200 
‘* Siskawit *“ “ 1848 


inl850 619 
* Pittsburg and [ste Royai * 1848 inl850 «10 
“ Union “6 66 184¢ in 1850 9 


Total shipped in 1850. ...........ceeee + 1,318 
Thus we see, that the copper export of Lake 
Superior has risen from twenty-three tons in 1845 
to one thousand three hundred and eighteen tons 
in 1850. There are many other organized compa- 
nies, engaged in explorations and the necessary 
preparations for mining, and some of which have 
furnished shipments of copper for the eastern 
markets. The aggregate exports of all the copper 
mines, from the first shipment in 1845, now amount 
to three thousand five hundred and seventy-two 
tons. On the other hand, as to imports, I have 
heen iuformed upon. reliable authority, that the 
amount sent forward, upon account of the mining 
interests of Lake Superior and the population resi- 
dent there, for 1850, does not vary much from sixty 
thousand barrels bulk of freight. ' 
If any desire to be still further informed as to 
the extent of the present mining interest of this 
region, let them observe its population and the 
number of men now actually employed in she busi- 
ness of mining. I have taken some pains to pro- 
cure, from areliable source, information upon this 
subject, and the following schedule embodies the 
result: 
List of working Copper and Tron Companies on Lake 
Superior, November 1, 1850, with number of men 
employed. 

















. ae - Red. i | No 
Names of Companies | o¢ || Names of Companies | of 
and places. men! and places. nen 
Norwich Mining Com’y) 12/Peninsular Mining Co. 10 
Ohio Trap Rock * 35'Ontonogan 66 “| 45 
| Collins Mining ** 6 Ridge sé ‘ 40 
| Forrest 5 - 45 | Adventur: 66 66 40 
| Minnesota “ . 175|Merechants 10 
Furme - 3 &|Astee 6 cs 15 
Piscataqua ‘* * 20| Bohemian 15 
| Chesapeake ‘* 6 16|Pheenix es 40 
Algonquin s - 35 Zeolite ts cs 1 10 
N. American * ‘© | 110/Northwestern ‘ 6 30 
Albion " “ 25|Northwest é 6 1l4 
Eureka a 15/Cape alls | +0 
| Tron City “ a 36Agate Harbor “ “« | 12 
| Lac la Belle &6 15|)North Shore = + ‘ 300 
| Isle Royal **Comp’s, 100) Douglas Houghton’s * 25 
|} Palmer’s location Co. 12\P. & B. Cliff mine “ 250 
| Jackson Iron « 130\)Marqnett Tron “ | 130 
| Total of men employed in mining. ...... , 1,921 
| Families of mining men not above enumerated........ 500 
Residents at Eagle river ...... Vasvabddedvetvosuys 100 
i Do. MB OOppee Baer oo sscivecsstvwevcvecws 20 
Do. at Eagie Harbor........s0000+ ps peeensee 50 
Do. 4 SPR AP tip 
5 AR PRN Va viacg oabaiss checicebscaacs 300 
Do. SIN ©. aig sk 00'S. Ee EA i 80 
Do. 06 FORA ERG 616560046 ive Cones a sen ced 200 
—1050 
TORE POMEIGMERs 0a 0:0 « isinitdvncs oscvsasiesevawdue ebos 3,471 


The mineral region then already exhibits a 
population of three thousand four hundred and 
| seventy-one, of whom one thousand nine hun- 
| dred and twenty-one are now engaged in the ac- 
| tive business of mining. To these facts I should 
also add, that during the past year, a large capital 
has been invested in the erection of smelting works 
at Detroit, which have just been completed. 
These works, I perceive by a statement in one of 
the public journals of our State, made last fall 
their first shipments of copper in pigs, to the east- 
ern market. This fact is worthy of notiee, as 
| marking a new era in the History not only of the 
State but of the country. Such is a brief repre- 
sentation of the present condition of the mineral 
region of Lake Superior, its resources, and _ its 
wants. Shall it be longer restrained in the devel- 


the falis, which can be so easily overcome? That 
is the question involved’ in the measure under con- 
sideration. 

What now are the objections to be urged against 
| the adoption of this amendment? Shall it be said 
| 


that the State of Michigan should construct this 
‘| canal, upon its own account and with its own 
i means? But I have already shown that it is not 
|| & State, local, or sectional measure in its character 


opment of its wealth, by the natural barrier of | 
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a ot upon 
such a principle, then of course it will have an eve 


to its own advantage and profit, and the Genera} 


Government and the whole Lake Valley must be- 
come tributary to it, by the rendition of such tol)x 
| as it may see fit to exact. 


If this objection be persisted in, that the State 


.should build the canal on its own account and 


with its own means, then I answer further, that 
the State did once undertake its construction, by 
was prevented by the General Government. Ax 
early as 1837, by direction of the State Legisiature, 
a survey and estimate of expenses were made, and 
the excavation was actually commenced. By: 


our mén and laborers were driven off by the Goy- 


ernment—by the Government troops.- Yes, sir, 


they were driven off at the point of the bayonet. 


We have ever since been*calling on the Govern. 
ment to do that which it prevented us from doing, 
and which, but for such interference, would lone 
since have been accomplished. We are now re. 
peating that call. Michigan is Not anxious to in- 
volve herself in this work, except as a matter of 


_ necessity to secure its completion. She prefers to 


see it a national work, free to the whole country. 
But, as I have already said, after being driven of 
by the Government, she has waited for thirteen 


| years, but in vain, to see the first blow struck, or 


the first foot of earth moved by the Government, 
toward the construction of this canal. 
Its route is short, being but about three quarters 
of a mile in length, and lies upon the margin of 
the falls, which Separate the United States from 
British North America. In proportion to its 
length it 1s more expensive than ordinary simila: 
improvements. It anion admits of no analo- 
| gous grant of alternate sections. Besides, in re- 
| Spect to the benefits to result to the General Goy- 
ernment, it has in its favor all the argument that 
grants of alternate sections have. It will con- 
nect the whole of Lake Superior, and its border 
country, with the lakes and States situate below 
It will enhance in value, bring@to market and 
| promote the sale of all the lands upon Lake Supe- 
rior. This amendment, for all practical purposes, 
proposes to open a canal along the whole southern 
shore of that lake, from six to eight hundred 
miles in length, and not a canal merely, but a 
creat inland sea. The line of actual work and 
a an is short, but yet adds hundreds of 

miles of continuous navigation to that which is 
now enjoyed by the commerce of the Lake Vai- 
| ley. Ifit were proposed to construct a canal from 
Sault Ste. Marie to Fond du Lac, or the western 
terminus of the lake,‘a grant of alternate sections 
| might be asked for. But this amendment pro- 
poses a far more meritorious work than that. [' 
proposes to reach that terminus through a great 
navigable inland sea, by means of a canal less 
than a mile in length, and to be constructed ats 
comparatively trifling expense. [| trust, then, that 
| Congress will treat with a just liberality that re- 
| mote section of the country, which is eut off from 
us in Winter by its snows and ice, and in Summer 
by the natural barrier of the falls; and which, 
though remote, is yet as strong in its attachment 
to the Umion, as are the mineral bars which it 
contains. 

Mr. FULLER offered the following as an amend- 

ment to the amendment: ‘ 
| ‘For the erection of a pier or shirewater, at a place 
called the ‘ Sedge,’ in the tide-waters of Passamaquoddy 
| Bay, and about four miles below the city of Calais, 85,000." 


Mr. F. said that he had received a petition from 
a number of very respectable ship owners of Ca- 
| lais and the vicinity 
Mr. McLANE raised the poiiit of order, that the 
| amendment of the gentleman from Maine was not 

in order as an amendment to the amendment of 
| the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Bvex,] as 1 
_ was for an entirely different work. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment in or- 
der, a8 the Chair had entertained other amend- 
ments to amendments of a precisely similar char- 
acter. e@ 

Mr.-FULLER said that he perceived that the 
| bill appropriated $2,000,000, and he computed that 
_ the share of his constituents, of that appropriation, 
| would amount to $10,000; the bill already appro- 
| priated $5,000 to them, and if the committee 
| would grant them this additional $5,000 they 
| would have their fair share. Mr. F. then briefly 

explained the object of his amendment, and the 
In ature of the work asked for, 
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The question being taken on the amendment to 
che amendment, it was not agreed to. 
The question recurred on Mr. Bvew’s amend- 
t. 
Mr. McDONALD offered the following amend- 
pent to the amendment: 
« Por the improvement of the Wabash river, $30,000.” 


Mr. WENTWORTH raised the point of order, 
hat the amendment of the gentleman from Michi- 
‘an (Mr. Buet] was not in order, as a bill for the 


caine purpose had passed the Senate and was now 
, the hands of one of the committees of the 


ouse. 

7 CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
The bill to which the gentleman relervet was not 
dentical with the provision of this amendment; 
the bill, as the Chair was informed, made an appro- 
nriation of land. 

Mr. McDONALD said that before the vote was 
maken on his amendment he wished to make a re- 
mark or two. 

He had understood his colleague [Mr. Me- 
Gat mg to say 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, raised the 
int of order, that this amendment had been 
rejected by the committee three or four times 
ready. ‘ 

Mr. McDONALD said the gentleman was mis- 

, taken; the amendment offered before proposed to 
opropriate $50,000, this only $30,000. 
“Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, raised the 
oint of order, that the amendment of the gentle- 
ian from Indiana [Mr. MeDowa.p] was not in 
rder as an amendment to the ameadment of the 
rentieman from Michigan, [Mr. Bvet,] as it was 
not germane to that amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- 


( 





Mr. McDONALD said: I understood my col- 
eague [Mr. McGareuey] to say that I was not 
n favor of this bill, and that I should vote against 
teven if my amendment was adopted. Now, 
| will inform my colleague that on that point he 
smistaken. Ido not suppose that he would in 

tiondly misrepresent me or my position, but 

ei. he undertakes to say for me that I will not 
Py the bill even if my amendment was 
ilopted by the committee, I assure him that he 
s totally mistaken. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY, (interrupting.) | inter- 

int my colleague to say that at the time I made 
iat declaration, he had not then moved to strike 
ut the appropriation for the harbor of St. Louis, 
and he had told me that he would not vote for this 
bill even if the Wabash appropriation was put 

to it, unless the appropriations for the harbors 
t Dubuque and St. Louis were stricken out. 

Mr. McDONALD. My colleague is mistaken 
iu point of time. He made that remark in reply 
tomy colleague, [Mr. Ropison,] and he did not 
offer his amendment until I had submitted mine. 
But with regard to my amendment I do not sup- 
wse that it will be adopted however meritorious 
tmay be. I can hardly expect, when one so 
deeply interested in the success of this measure 
s my colleague has expressed himself as gratified 
atthe result of an amendment somewhat similar 
character. He admits that this amend- 
ment is a proper one, and he is in favor of it. 
Nir, L never understood that there was any exclu- 
vetume to do right, except Ss There 
vould be no reason tMat would prevent my voting 
on this measure and supporting it, if I thought 
that it was right. ‘There are at least thirty ap- 
ropriations in the bill that are not meritorious, 
donot affecta large region of country, that are 

t national in their character: at least not as much 
so as would be an appropriation for the Wabash 

ver. These appropriations have been grouped 
ogether, and I suppose are to be passed together. 
\tany rate 1 will offer my amendment. 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY rose amidst loud cries of 

Question!’’ He said, the committee will “bear 
i¢ witness that I did net engage in this contro- 
versy until | was drawn into ®. 1 do not wishto 

aste the time of the committee, but it is necessary 
iat | should say a few words in reply te this last, 
wid I hope only attack to be made on me by m 
olleagues who are opposed to this bill, let it be 
imended as it may. 

Mr. McDONALD. I. will not be misrepresent- 
ed. Tam not opposed to the bill; let it be pro very 
mended, and I amrready to vote for it; but | will 

t vote for unconstitutional appropriations. 


support 


yitin 
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Mr. McGAUGHEY. I will answer my col- 


| league, who is now so fierce in support of the 
| Wabash appropriation, which he charges me with 
| having desert 


, and who has become so for the 
purpose of using the popularity of that appropri- 
ation to shield himself and friends in Indiana from 
the odium of opposing this bill. That is their 
only object. How have they supported western 
interests? Why, sir, when this Wabash appro- 
priation was first presented, it got a very respect- 
able vote, though nothing like enough to carry it; 


| and now they have been advocating the Wabash 
| until they have killed it, and cannot get twenty 
| votes for it 
| favor from a member opposed to this bill, and it 


Another Democratic speech in its 


will not get ten votes. Andif my colleague, [Mr. 
Brown,| who made a speech here a while ago, at- 
tributing his election to Congress to his opposition 
to this system, when really it was attributable to a 
vote of his competitor for an appropriation for 
Morse’s telegraph, will get up and propose an ap- 
propriation of $50,000 for the Wabash, it will get 
two votes. The people of Indiana will be duly 
grateful when they understand what sort of ad- 


| vocacy the Wabash has met with here, and | will 


take especial pains to make the facts known to 


| them. 


Mr. BROWN. Let my colleague offer the 
amendment himself, and see how many votes it 
will get. 

Mr. MtGAUGHEY. When I offer it it will 
get a large vote of the Whig party. Come out 
and put yourself ~ 94 open ground, and then I 
will show you a Whig vote infavor of that amend- 
ment. Come out and put yourself where you re- 
ally are—in opposition to all such improvements— 
and then—— 

Mr. McDONALD. If I withdraw my amend- 
ment will my colleague renew it? I am anxious 
to obtain justice for the region of the country he 


and I jointly represent; and if H® can carry it 1 


am willing he should take the lead, and I will fol- 
low in good faith. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY said: For the purpose of 
showing the gentleman exactly in what position 
his known opposition to this measure has placed 
him, I will offer the amendment myself. 

Mr. McDONALD withdrew his amendment; 
and— 

Mr. McGAUGHEY moved that, ‘for the im- 
provement of the Wabash river, $40,000.” 

Mr. McDONALD called for tellers on the ques- 
tion of the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman’s 
amendment was not in order. The amendment of 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. McDonanp] 
must first be disposed of. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY said that his colleague had 
withdrawn his amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it could only be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Several Members objected. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. MecDon- 
ALD’s amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY renewed his amendment, 
and called for tellers on taking the question, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY rose to speak in opposition to the 
amendment. He said: I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the committee and the country to the exhi- 
bition that has just been made. if shows the 
character of this appropriation bill for internal im- 
provements. ‘The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 


| McGaveney] has disclosed to us the way in which 


such appropriations are made. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY, (interposing.) I desire 
to ask of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, whether he is in favor of the Wabash 
appropriation? And I may tell the gentleman 
that if there is a new Richmond in the field, shall 
take the first opportunity to join issue with him. 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. BAYLY. I! happen to be in the line of 
sound with the gentleman from Indiana, and al- 
low ime to tell that gentleman that that remark is 
not his own, but that it is the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky. I beg the gentleman, 


| therefore, tp say that his smartness is borrowed. 
' The gevileman from Indiana trades in borrowed 


capital, and therefore, according to Jackson, ought 

to break. [Laughter.] , 
Now, Mr. Chairman, what is this exhibition 

that we have had before this American Congress! 
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Here the gentleman from Indiana, a leading 
man of his party, comes forward and saye that 
certain men may come forward here, and move 
to insert appropriations for objects right enough 
in themselves, quite proper, quite meritorious, 
and yet they will be voted down. Why? Be- 
cause these men will not enter into the general 
scramble. The gentleman then tells us that he 
will propose the same propositions and they will 
be carried. Whata comment is not this upen 
the character of this bill? I hope, for the sake 
of decency, that the committee will not, in this 
way, commit itself to such action. 

Tellers were ordered on the amendment to the 
amendment, and Messrs. Fowrer, and Harnris 
of Tennessee, were appointed. 

The question being taken, the tellers reported 
—ayes 41, noes 80. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


jected, 


Mr. DUNHAM moved the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 


‘* For asurvey of the falls of the Ohio, for a canal, on the 
Indiana side of said river, 24,000." 


Mr. D. said: I do not propose to enter into the 
controversy between my colleagues on the right 
and on the left. I have only to say, that I trust 
if my friend over the way [Mr. MeGaveury 
ever undertakes to play at brag again, he wil 
have better success than he has had to-day. [A 
laugh.}] My object is to reply to one remark 
which was made by him, and that is, that all the 
ventlemen from Indiana on this side of the House 
are opposed to all sorts of public improvements 
Sir, itis notso. The gentleman made his state- 
ment without any authority to justify him in 
making it. I aneioke to say that he does not 
know the sentiments of one half of the Indiana 
delegation upon this side in relation to this bill. 
| know one member of that delegation whose 
sentiments he knows nothing about, and I know 
one who, he is not warranted in saying, is op- 
posed to all sorts of improvements. : 

Mr. PARKER rose to a point of order. He 
asked if this was an explanation of the amend 
ment? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I hope the gentleman wil 
allow me to repudiate a charge of this sort--—— 

[Loud cries of “ Question !’’] 


Mr. D. Gentlemen will not have the question 
until my five minutes have expired, so they need 
not think to hurry me. The gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. eet: says that there is no 
necessity for this survey. n that, I think he i 
mistaken. I do not think, so far as my State is 
concerned, that we have ever had a fair and im 
partial survey of the Falls of the Ohio, with a 
view to a canal on the Indiana side, made by the 
Government, for reasons which I will not now 
detail. I undertake to say that the people of my 
State feel that we have never had a fair and 
partial survey. 


im 
These surveys have never been 


| made by Government officers. A competent per 


son, however, lately made a survey under the di- 
rection of the company, Mr. Ball, and according 
to the gentleman from Kentucky, reported that a 
canal could not be made on the [Indiana side under 
$2,000,000. The gentleman appears to know little 
of the engineer to whom he has referred,,and less 
of the report that he has made. So far from his 
assuming that the cost of acanal on the Indiana 
side would be $2,600,000, he says that $500,000 
would beamply sufficient, According to his own 
showing, the canal on the Kentucky side cannot 
be enlarged for thatsum, nor do I believe that it 
can be enlarged for $2,000,000. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, obtained the 
floor, and said: | wish simply to express my op- 
position to this amendment, hoping, by that 
means, to save a little time, and that we may get 
a vote on the bill without further delay 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected 

The question recurred on Mr. Buew’s amend 
ment. 

Mr. BUEL called for tellers, but they were not 
ordered; and the question being taken, the amend 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, offered the 


following amendment, to come in at the end of the 


' bill: 


‘* Provided, That no portion of the money appropriated by 
this bill shall be expended until it shall be ascertained that 
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the current revenues of the Government shall be sufficient 
to cover all the expenditures authorized by this and all other | 
acts of Congress tor the year ending June 30, 1852.” 

Mr. C, said: My object in offering this amend- | 
ment is to endeavor to arrest this Government in 
its present alarming tendency to the creation of a 
large and permanent national debt. I desire to 
call the attention of the committee and of the 
country to a few facts collected from the report of | 
the Secretary ef the Treasury. 

The country should know, that with a debt | 
hanzing over us of sixty-four millions, and a most 
unexampled commercial and financial prosperity, | 
exhibiting a revenue of nearly fifty maiflions annu- 
ally, we are making no provision for the payment 
of any part of that debt, but are actually proceed- 
ing to increase and enlarge it. I propose to | 
prove by this report the startling fact that the cur- 
rent expenses of the Government during the four 
years of this Administration will be far greater 
than the expenditures of Mr. Polk’s administra- | 
tion, including all the cost of the Mexican war. 
Gentlemen need not start. I shall exhibit facts 
and figures for what I say, and challenge investi- 
gation. On page 6 of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, reference is made to a table ac- | 
companying the report, (marked H,) showing the | 
expenses of the Government for a series of years. 
This table exhibits only the current expenses, ex- 
clusive of payments on account of trust funds, 
and the principal and interest of the public debt, 
expenses of collecting the revenue from customs 
and public lands, and the expenses of the Post 
Office Department; but includes the expenses of 
carrying on the Mexican war. 

Tura to this table on page 56 of the report, and 
you will see that for the four years ending June 
30, 1849, the four years of Mr. Polk’s adminis- 
tration, during which the war was commenced 
and prosecuted to a glorious termination, the ag- 
gregate expenditures, including the cost of the 
war, were $163,249,836 19. 

‘The same table shows that the expenses of the 
next year, commencing the Ist of July, 1849, the 
first fiscal year of the new Administration, 

were $32,804,500 66 
For the next year, commencing 

July 1, 1850, the estimates and 

APPFOPTIALLONS ALE. oo eee eeecees 
Take this last sum as the amount 

to be expended in each of the 

two succeeding years, and we 
have for those two years....... 
Making, in the aggregate, for the 
four years of this Administra- 

ON in 6a sana seeks anes ase cae Reekeaee wet 
An increase over the expenses of 

the preceding four years, inclu- 

ding the cost of the war, of,.... 


| 
46,068,859 08 | 


7,761,241 71 
I am not only justified in assuming that the 
expenditures of the two coming years of this Ad- 
ministration will amount to the sum I have 
assumed, but I might assert with entire safety, 
that they will amount to much more, I might 
also put down the expenses of the present year | 
much higher than the honorable Secretary has 
done; for you will perceive that the Secretary 
bases his calculation on estimates and appropria- 
tions made at the date of his report, when the fact 
is, that during this session, a bill has passed this | 
House making appropriations to canela deficien- | 
cies for this year, amounting to about two millions, 
and the Senate have already swelled it to three. | 
This sum ought to be added in the calculation to | 
the amount set down as the expenditures of this 
year, commencing on the Ist of July, 1850. Then, 
again, the Secretary tells us that further experi- 
ence will result in compelling still greater expend- 
itures. I nvight also add, that this House have 
passed a biti which will saddle the Treasury with | 
a million and a half annually for the Post Office | 
Department; and the Senate have ‘passed a bill | 
appropriating five millions for French spoliations, 
which will probably pass this House. 
these facts before us, no one will controvert the 


ministration, over those of the last, including the | 
cost of the war, will far exceed the amount at 
which I have placed it, and must result in greatly 
increasing the public debt. 


the House and of the country. It is under this | 


TH 


’ 
' 


‘dollars to commence a wild system of internal im- 


92,137,718 16 1 


' ground they have heretofore taken. 


provements by the General Government, to be 
swelled annually to unnumbered millions; and if 
once begun, to be arrested God only knows when 
or how. In view of these alarming facts, I have 
Offered this amendment, with but little hope, I con- 
fess, but with the view of attempting, at least, to 
confine the expenditures within the means of the 
Treasury. If we are determined to squander the 
enormous revenues of the Government in riotous 
expenditures, in the name of decency, let us con- 
fine ourselves to the money on hand, and not add , 
to the amount of our present debt. 

We have a revenue of nearly fifty millions annu- 
ally, which, properly managed, is amply sufficient 
to pay the current expenses of the Government, 
an extinguish rapidly the public debt. For my- 
self, | am determined that no effort of mine shall 


| be wanting to accomplish this high public duty. 


We have heard much of economy, but have gone 
steadily on, disregarding its obligations, till the 
very word seems to have lost its significance. We 
must pause—this profligacy must be arrested. The 
corrupting influence of the prodigal expenditure of 
public money is not less baletul on the public 
morals now than in all former periods of history. 
The rapid strides our Government is making to- | 
wards the practices of the most profligate Govern- 
ments should strike every considerate patriot with 
the deepest concern. 

The acquiescence of the people thus fargan only 


| be accounted for by reference to the indirect mode 


in which our enormous revenue is extracted from | 
the labor of the country by means of the tariff. 
My word for it, if the same amount of money were 
taken from the people directly by the tax gatherer, 
a stricter accountability would be enforced, and 
this profligacy would be arrested, even at the haz- | 
ard of revolution. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, reminded the gen- | 
tleman from Keygtucky that he had forgotten to 
take into account the loss which the Treasury 
would sustain in consequence of the large grant of | 
public lands for which the gentleman had voted at 
the last session of Congress, and he had forgotten | 
that the Secretary of the Treasury declared that | 
there would be no revenue from the public lands | 
for the next twenty years. The gentleman would | 
bear in mind that there was the same outery | 
against amendments to that bill, and that the | 
friends of the bill were called to vote down all | 
amendments, and to submit to none. 
Cries of ** Question !”’ ** question !”"] 
Mr. BAYLY said: I have just one or two re- 
marks to offer. [Confusign in the Hall.] I pro- 
pose to add an amendment to that offered by the 


| gentleman from Kentucky, ‘* to include a reserva- | 


tion to meet the payment of the principal of the | 
five per cent. loan of the 3d March, 1843.” 

I move this amendment, for the purpose of | 
bringing before the committee and the country the | 
distinct issue, whether we will take loans to carry 
on these internal improvements or not. The 
Whig party has heretofore always taken the 
ground that they were unwilling fo appropri- 
ate anything more than the a in the Treas- 
ury for these improvements. That has been the 


I desire to 
take them at their word. My amendment pro- 
vides for that contingency, in connection with the | 
amendment of my friend from Kentucky. This 

amendment provides that the money shall not be | 
expended unless there isa surplus in the Treasury | 
for the year ending 30th June, 1852, and I have | 
moved to include the ten years loan of 1843. If | 
that amendment is adopted, we shall not be com- | 
pelled io borrow money to carry this measure into | 
effect. If the amendment is rejected, we shall | 
have to borrow money for that purpose. I pre- | 
sent that amendment with a distinct view to rais- 


ing the question before the country, whether we | 


_are to support a Government upon loans for ob- | 
| jects of this sort. 


With all |, 


Mr. HOUSTON next obtained the floor, and | 


|| said: I wish to say that I for one am prepared to | 
fact that the excess of expenditures of this Ad- | 


meet boldly the issue presented by the gentleman | 
from Virginia. I wish to state, however, that I | 


| am not, and never have been, the advocate of what | 
can be properly termed, and what in the better | 
|| days of the Republic was universally known as a | 
It is to this that I wish to call the attention of |) 


system of internal improvements. Sir, that sys- 
tem had its origin some twenty or twenty-five | 


state of things that we are now called on to pass |) years ago, and it contemplated a grand system of , 
this bill, appropriating more than two millions of |! improvements by roads and canals through the || fine myself to the statement of a few facts, which, 
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interior of the country. But this system of river 
and harbor improvements for the protection of the 
commerce of the country on the waters of the 


’ 
a 


| country, had its origin with the foumlation of the 
| Government itself, Sir, it was coeval with the 





| 


l 





eer 
| tucky (M 


Constitution under which we live. The very first 
session of the first Congress of the United States 
’ 


| there was a cession invited of all those public 


works, those artificial harbors which had bee, 
erected by the several States of the Union prior to 
the adoption of the Federal Constitution; and jy 
that first session of the first Congress of the United 


| States, the faith of the Federal Government was 


pledged, in express terms, to each and all of those 
States, that those works should henceforth anq 


| forever be supported out of the Treasury of the 


United States. Sir, that was not a system of jp. 
ternal improvements. Gentlemen are guilty of , 


| grand confusion, not only of ideas, but of public 


measures, whenever they choose to denounce ji 
or to designate it as such. Gentlemen ask whethe; 
we are willing to risk a loan, to contract a public 
debt for the purpose of carrying on these grea: 
public works? Sir, I for one am ready to do it if 
requires. The gentleman from Ken. 
r. CatpweE tt] has spoken of the great 
expenses of the Mexican war. Did not the friends 
of this grand system sit in silence, or, if not in 
silence, without murmuring and without com. 


| plaint, and see the whole of the time during whieh 


we were engaged in the Mexican war pass by 
without a dollar being appropriated for any of 
these purposes? What supported the war? and 
what now furnishes the revenues of the country? 


| Why, the very commerce which we design to 
| protect, to promote and to extend by this system 


of appropriations. And when you protect that 
commerce, and give it all that it requires, by that 


| very protection the Government will add two mil- 
| lions of dollars to its revenue. 


Sir, it is a system 
that pays itself. The producers of our country 
have forever been taxed for the support of the 
Government, and they now maienaively demand, 
and have a right to ask for every dollar which we 
now propose to give in this bill, ay, if we must 
issue Treasury scrip to-morrow to raise the 
money. 
[Loud cries of ‘* Question!”’ ** question !’”] 


Mr. McMULLEN said that it appeared to him 
that the bill could not be disposed of to-night, and 
he would therefore move that the committee rise. 

Mr. RICHARDSON called for tellers, which 
were ordered, and Messrs. Van Dyke and Savace 
were appointed. 

The question being taken, the tellers repgrted— 
ayes 47, noes 83. 

So the committee refused to rise. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, stated that 
he had accepted the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] to his amendment. 

Mr. HALL called for tellers on Mr. Catp- 
WELL’s amendment, as modified by the amend- 
ment of Mr. Bayty. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Fow er and 
Mason were appointed. 

Mr. STANTON , of Tennessee, raised the point 
of order, that the amendment was clearly equiva- 
lent to annulling the bill. These appropriations 
were made for the year 1852, but if the amend- 
ment was adopted not a dollar of it could be ex- 
pended during the year prior to the conclusion of 
the term for which the mone was appropriated. 
‘ The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment in or- 

er. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and the tellers reported-——ayes 56, noes 83. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. ANDERSON offered the following amend- 
ment: 

*< For the removal of obstructions in the Tennessee river, 
above the Muscle Shoals, $100,000; and ffor the Holsten, 


between Knoxville and Kingsport, $50,000; and for the 
Freneff Broad, between Knoxville and Dandridge, $25,000.” 


Mr. A. said: Mr, Chairman, I regret that the 
shortness of the tinfé allowed me under the rule 
will prevent me from showing to the committee 
the great and growing importance of the improve- 
ment I propose, not only to my constituents, but 
to the whole State of Tennessee, as well as several 
other of the southern and southwestern States. 
Instead of consuming the short time allowed me 
by the rule in an attempt at a speech, I will con- 





— -> peo ™ 


- 


— e@t«.t of oh oe of 





he 
he 


m 
d 


ft, 


™ 
1@ 
le 
pe 
e- 
ut 
al 


‘Ss 


n- 


h, 





1851. 








in my judgment, ought to have weight with this 
committee. : : 

The Tennessee river drains a country of unsur- 
nassed fertility and productiveness, and of un- 
hounded sources of wealth—such as mines of iron, 
-oal and copper. It is susceptible of being ren- 
dered navigable for more than a thousand miles, 
at a comparatively trifling expense. Having its 
sources in Virginia and western North Carolina, 
i runs through East Tennessee from northwest 
to southwest near three hundred miles, and enter- 
ing Alabama, curves through the northern part of 
that State, and again enters Tennessee, and pass- 
ing through the western portion of that State, enters 
and runs through Kentucky, and unites with the 
Ohio river some seventy-five miles above the junc- 
tion of that river with the Mississippi. Colonel 
Long, a distinguished and scientific enginéer, after 
careful surveys and estimates, with respect to the 
practicability and cost of removing the obstructions 
to the navigation of the Tennessee river, reports, 
that above the junction of the Tennessee and Ohio 
rivers, the volume of- water is much greater in the 
former than in the latter. Within the last twelve 
months a line of railroads has been completed, 
which, commencing at Charleston, in South Caro- 
lina, terminates at Chattanooga, on the Tennessee 
river. 

Mr. Chairman, make the appropriation which 
I ask—remove the obstructions to the navigation 


of the ‘Tennessee river, and you open to the rich | 


products of the great valley of the Mississippi a 
channel of transportation by which those products 
will find new markets in the southern Atlantic 
States; and you establish a connection between that 
valley and the southern Atlantic States, the conse- 
quences of which, whether viewed ina social, com- 
mercial, political, or military point of view, will 
manifestly be most valuable to the whole country. 


'| the preceding section. 


1am candid when I say that it is,in my opinion, by | 


for the most important improvement, in its conse- 
quences, contemplated by the appropriations already 
embraced in the bill. So strong is the necessity 
for this improvement, in a commercial point of 
view, that individuals have voluntarily associated 
together, and contributed their labor and capital to 
the removal of those, obstructions which impede 
and interrupt the navigation of the Tennessee river. 


The Legislature of the State of Tennessee has re- | 


peatedly made appropriations for the same pur- 
pose. But these efforts of individuals have been 
toofeeble, these appropriations by the State have 
been too small, to accomplish the great object—the 


completion of which is demanded by the highest | 


interests of the whole country. Let this Govern- 
ment put forth its legitimate power, and do that 
which individuals and the State of Tennessee have 
ineffectually attempted. 

Mr. Chairman, why will this committee dis- 


criminate against this great improvement, which, | 


if accomplished, will create one of the greatest 
commercial thoroughfares in the Union? Why 
discriminate against the State of Tennessee? What 


State of this Union has shown a more patriotic | 


readiness at all times and under all circumstances, 


in peace and in war, to perform every duty which | 


patriotism enjoins? 


Mr. SACKETT obtained the floor for the pur- | 


pose of saying that he was opposed to the amend- 


ment, and would not occupy the time of the com- 


mittee with a five minute’s speech. 


Mr. ANDERSON called for tellers on the ques- | 


tion of the adoption of the amendment, and they | 


were ordered. 


Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, desired to offer | 
an amendment to the amendment by striking out | 


the sum therein proposed to be appropriated, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the sum of $1. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the amendment 
could not be entertained pending the count on the 
question of the adoption of the amendment. 

_ The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Kiwe, of New York, and Dawret acting,) and 
was decided in the negative—ayes 39, noes 81. 

So the amendment was reje@d. 


Mr. DOTY then offered the following amend- 
ment: 


“For the improvement of the harbor of Ozaukee, in Wis- 
consin, according to the report and estimate of the Colonel 


$20. ogo. PostePhiical Engineers and Secretary of War, 


The report of the Colonel of Engineers was 
read in support. 
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| The question was then taken on the adoption of | merchandise, lumber, and flour, besides several 


| Mr. Dory’s amendment, and it was rejected. 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, offered 
| the following amendment: 


Sec. —. Be it enacted, §c., That it shall be the duty of 
the several superintendents of the works herein author- 
| ized to be constructed, to cause specifications to be made 
|| of thé amount and kind of materials to be used in the con- 
struction thereof, and as far as practicable, of the work to 


to receive proposals for furnishing said materials, or execu- 
|| ting said work, in one or more newspapers nearest the 
| place of the construction of said work, for at least six 
weeks before the time fixed for the receiving said propo- 
sals, and the said superintendent shall on the receipt of 
said proposals, in all cases, contract with the lowest real 
bidder, in the name of the United States, for furnishing ma 
terials or doing said work, according to said specifications. 
| And it shall be the duty of the said superintendent to make, 
or cause to be made, from time to tijne, during the execu 
tion of such contracts, estid€ates not less frequently than 
once a month of the materials furnished, or work done, un- 
der said contract, which estimates shall be paid out of the 
specific appropriation for said work, retaining out of each 
| estimate the sum of fifteen per cent. as security for the due 
| performance of the same, which said retained per cent. 
| shall be included in and paid in the fiual estimate ou such 
contract, if the same shall have been complied with ; but if 
any contract so entered into shall be abandoned or detect 
ively complied with, the said retained per cent, shall not 
| be paid over, but become part of the fund for the execution 
of said work : Provided, That the said superintendent shall, 
as heretofore, be under the control and supervision of the 
| Chief of the Bureau of the Topographical Eagineers of the 
| United States: nd provided, further, That no contract or 
| contracts shall be let jor any work hereby authorized which 
shall excegd in amount the specific appropriation for such 
work. ; 

Sec. —. Be it enacted, §c., That it shall be the duty of 
said superifitendent to proceed in like manner, in all re- 
spects, to contract for the construction of the dredge-boats 
herein authorized to be built, in one or more contracts, as 
; may be deemed to be most conducive to the public inter- 
ests, to be paid for in the same manner as is provided for in 
case of contracts for materials furnished, or work done, in 
And all the expease incident to ad 
| vertising and letting the foregoing contracts, shall be paid 
| out of the specific appropriation for the work so let. 


Mr. T. said: Although the hour is now far ad- 
vanced, I feel that I ought to move the amend- 
| ment that [ have just sent to the Clerk’s table. I 
| will not, at this late hour of the evening, trouble 
the committee with a speech, but will merely ex- 
plain that the object of thatamendment is to make 
these works subject to such regulations as shall 
tend in the best manner to economize the public 
money. I would have the works let out to com- 
petition by contracts, whereby the best labor 
might be secured at the lowest price. The vessels 
| of Government and the Army and Navy are all 
| supplied by contract. I am satisfied that if we let 
| these works out at contract, that by the competi- 
tion that would be excited, the lowest possible 
prices would be obtainéd. Heretofore the Gov- 
ernment has been paying too frequently $2 and 
| $1 50 for wages, when contractors could com- 
mand equally good and industrious men at $1 50 
and $1 25. 
possible, some degree of economy in our adminis- 
tration of the affairs of the Government. 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the committee 








to-morrow morning. 


fused to rise. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of hie. ‘Taebeesecks’s amendment, and was decided 
in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. GOULD offered the following amendment: 


“ For removing obstructions in the Rondout at its junc- 
tion with the Hudson river, $20,000.” 

Mr. G. said: Mr. Chairman, the amendment 
which has just been reported is one of very great 
commercial importance, and I think it should be 
adopted; and, Mr. Chairman, I shall proceed to 
| give some reasons why I have come to that con- 





slusi ye the committee will agree with |} 
clusion, and I hoy ° op | For continuation of the surveys of the northern and north- 


me and adopt the amendment. The point wheré 


nus of the Delaware and Hudson Canal, and is 
the depot of large amounts of coal from the mines 
| of northern and eastern Pennsylvania, which is 
carried through most of the large eastern cities 
in boats loaded at this place of deposit. It is also 
the deposit of large quantities of leather from the 
counties of Ulster, 8 


| the tanneries of the same section of country, and 
also the merchandise and return produce of all 
this region of-country. There are a large number 





|| of sloops that navigate this stream loaded with coal, 








} 


be done in the execution of the same, and shall advertise | 


I offer this amendment to effect, if | 


rise, as the House could meet again at ten o’clock | 


tt 
! 


The question being taken, the committee re- || 


steamboats which carry passengers and have their 
landing-places on this stream, and are very much 
henna by the obstructions which have been 
made by the action of the river tides and the 
winds, producing extensive sand-bars; and also 
the SGechets of the Rondout have washed down 
logs and other obstructions, vo the great damage 
of navigation. ‘This stream is an important inlet 
of the Hudson, and its navigation should secure 
the favor of Congress. * 

The question was then taken on Mr. Govunp’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. McLANE offered a substitute to the entire 
bill. In doing so he would state that there were 
only four or five amendments to the original bill 
contained in it. He would sugyvest that the Clerk 
only read those amendments. 

The Ccerx then read the following substitute: 


A BILL making appropriations for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors and rivers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 
bled, That a sum of money be, and the same is herebw 
appropriated, to be paid out of any unappropriated money 
in the Treasury sufficient for the following purposes, viz: 

For a breakwater structure at the harbor at Burlington, 
on Lake Champlain, 315,000. 

For a breakwater structure at the harbor at Plattsburg, on 
Lake Champlain, 215,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at White Hall, op 
Lake Chaimpiain, $10,000. p 

For repairs and working of dredge on Lake Champlain, 
$9,000. 

For improvement of the harbor at Port Ontario, on Lake 
Ontario, 315,000, 

For the improvement of the harbor at Oswego, on Lake 
Ontario, $40,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Big 
Sodus Bay, on Lake Ontario, $10,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Lite 
Sodus Bay, on Lake Ontario, 310,000, 

For the improvement of the harbor at the month of the 
Genesee river, on Lake Ontario, #20,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Oak 
Orchard Bay, on Lake Ontario, $10,500, 

For a dredge boat on Lake Ontario, 320,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Butlalo, on Lake 
Erie, and the repair and extension of the sea wall thereat, 
Rov VO. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Dunkirk, on Lake 
Erie, 220,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Cattaraugus, on 
Lake Erie, $15,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Erie, on Lake Erie, 
$40,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Conneaut, on Lake 
Erie, 315,000, 

For the improvement of the harbor at Cunningham’s Bay, 
on Lake Erie, $10,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Ashtabula, $15,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Grand 
river, on Lake Erie, $15,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Cleveland, on Lake 
Erie, $20,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Black 
river, on Lake Erie, 310,000, 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Ver- 
million river, on Lake Erie, $10,000, 

For the improvement of the harbor at Huron, on Lake 
Erie, $10,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Sandusky, on Lake 
Erie, 830,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Monroe, on Lake 
Erie, $20,000. 

For a dredge boat on Lake Erie, $20,000, 

For the improvement of the harbor at Michigan City, on 


| Lake Michigan, 230,000. 


if 


| 
| 
1} 
} 


1 


For the improvement of the harbor at Chicago, on Lake 
Michigan, and for repairs of dredge and dredging, $27,176. 


Fer a breakwater structure at the harbor of Waukegan, 


| on Lake Michigan, $15,000. 


For the improvement of the harbor at St. Joseph, on Lake 
Michigan, $20,000. ~ 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of the 
Kalamazoo river, on Lake Michigan, $10,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Grand 
river, on Lake Michigan, $10,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Milwaukic, on 
Lake Michigan, $25,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Racine, on Lake 


Michigan, $20,000. 


Rondout intersects the Hudson river 1s the termi- | 


For the improvementof the harbor at Southport, on Lake 
| Michigan, $15,000. 
For a dredge boat on Lake Michigan, $20,0vv. 


western Lakes, $25,000. 
For the improvement of the harbor at Dubuque, on the 
| Mississippi river, $20,000. 


| For the improvement of the harbor at St. Louis, on the 


i 


| 
| 


| Mississippi river, $50,000. : 

For the improvement of the harbor at Havre de Grace, in 
| Maryland, $20,000. 

For a breakwater structure at Great Point, Nantucket, 


|| Massachusetts, 220,000. 


ullivan, and Orange, in the | 
¢ State of New York, and also of hides to supply | 


For the improvement of the harbor at New Bedford, Mas- 
sachusetts, $10,000. / 

For the improvement of the harbor at Provincetown, 
Massachusetts, $4,500. ae 

For the improvement of the harbor at Wilmington, North 


|} Carolina, and a resurvey of the Cape Fear river below Wil- 


mington, and for the survey of the harbor at the mouth of 
New river, below Jacksonville, North Carolina, $10,000. 
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For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Sag- 
inaw river, in Saginaw Bay, on Lake Huron, $10,000 

For tre improvement of the Bayou La Fourche, in Lou- 
ismana, $25,000. . 

For the improvement and further survey of the harbor at 

e mouth of Clinton river, on Lake St. Clair, in the State 
of Michigan, @10,000, 


would have been here asking for a breakwater to 
effect the very thing that he wishes now to remove. 
[Great laughter.] The gentleman cannot complain 
of my saying this, because I told him so to his 
face. 

Mr. CLARKE. Mr. 


Chairman, I move an 


| room; and after having feathered its own nest, and 
| ss os ‘ 

| the nests of its friends, comes on to the Commi. 
| tee of the Whole, and assumes to dictate that no 


amendment should be made to its nimble ambi 


| dextrous work. 


I do not hold in very high respect that nimble 


~~ —————— — ee 
For the improvement of the harbor at Bridgeport, Con-| Mr. CLARKE offered the following amendment || and sums up the whole matter by the offensive rs. uffe 
eo cas conemenens of the harbor at Savannah, and the to the substitute: | mark, that the appropriation 1s asked for merely “ 
naval anchorage near Fort Pulaski, #5),000. : “ For the improvement of Sackett’s Harbor, ou Lake On- | for the purpose of scattering the money in the * 
Vor the construction of a breakwater strueture at Stani tarts, and forthe removal of a ship of the United States | neighborhood. mer 
ford Ledge, in the harbor at Portland, Maine, $29,000. | Navy sunk there, $10,0j0,”" he gentleman’s district bounds upon the At the 
P he femae 2 ¢ - | / said: ; y j | . : . P ay 
—_s pebvaon Waenesiie’ dear saa taael — | Mr. C. said: I propose this eed for | lantic, and it would be fair to presume that he = 
$4,500. » | the removal of a ship of the United States, which | knows something about harbors. Indeed, if y,, 7 
For the improvement of the harbor at Providence, and was sunk in Sackett s Ha vor, and is how, and has recollection is not entirely at fault, I have seen the - 
ihe removal of a rock in Saukonnet river, Rhode Island, || been for along time, a grent obstruction to the com- || gentleman in very deep water—I will not say al 
45,000 - : . af D on tieein tl > = > ; . ‘ : 
i Por ths funsrowaninnt Of tes nathan sh Sow tate. Sete, | ne of the harbor. M simply asks that you will | nearly ‘* half-seas over’’—on which occasion fi “a0 
; ware, $14,000. per form a simple act Ol Justice, to res tore that har- came very near gett aground. The gentleman aid 
ie For the insprovement of the harbor at Newark, New Jer- vor to the condition in which it was before it sus- | who knows so much of harbors, is of opinion al 
é mirpting ths Bey of Newark, and the Kills westward || tained the injury. 1 trust that the committee will | that the people of my district are either so ign sai 
3 at the mouth of the bay, gis O00. not therefore. offer anv c bie cti 1 to the i “C—O c- ‘ i oa ? ;: , ° : 
3 lor the improvement of the harbor at Port Penn, Dela P f ! : | , ie : 7 } ey aay Tu duc rant that they do not know their own interests, or = 
, ware, embracing the Reedy Island Shelter, 225,000. tion of the amendment to the vill, i have seen | yo veial that, for the sake of having a few dirty . 
re i For the completing of the removal of the sand shoal in that the object has evide ntly been, by the proposal dollars spent in their neighborhood, they woul 
3 Painlico river, below Washington, North Carolina, 35,000. | of a substitute by the chayrman of the Committee destroy the finest harbor on our whole northern as 
'% . Por the continuation of the Delaware breakwater, $50,000. || on Commerce, to cut off Mis amendment, amongst J frontier! a he 
= For the improvement and further survey of the harbor at thers. I tru st that the cor so va) il ae TERE |e ‘ . a 
q Baltimore city, below the Port Warden’s line, and the Pa- | QULETS. | cus weakest ommiuttee ns i not con- I, too, should know something of harbors, hay- a 
; tnapaco river, from the said Port Warden’s line to the mouth seul to it, but that their votes will be given as I ing been born and brought up at a place where we las 
mo of see ries epee Stal aaa ae think a sense of justice should direct. ‘The menner | saw the sun rise out of the ocean; and [ should me 
a 0 ee ee Ot he harbors ontaecoast in which this bill has been carried hitherto through | know something of this harbor, having been 1- ity 
; f f a : >» “av, . ae . . he " ne re . . n > 1 af. ‘ 
; & lor the removal of obstructions to the navigation of the the comunittee, makes me look mpon tas a Species 1 quainted with it many years. ul 
r Hudson river, above and below Albany, 75,000. _ _| of close corporation, {laughter,] where it is difficult, | ~ A harbor, sir, besides being spacious, deep, su 
2 For the removal of the obstructions to the navigation of nay almost impossible, to get any ame ndment and secure, should be easy of access. and de ar au 
; the St. Clair river, connecting the upper and lower lakes, ssed tl -ann troduced by one initiate I . . 2 par- a 
co #40).000. passed that is not introduced by one initiate d. ture. Their great value in the case of a storm is, Dw 
~ i ; For the improvement of the Ohio river above the Falls at am glad to see that there are some who seem dis- that they can > entered with almost any direction of 
nm ane OM mi Ning posed not to vy simply because the party acts. 1 || to the wind; and I think it would puzzle the gen. i 
: ‘ he rovement ¢ ] sise yer, be " »l¢@ > me Vv emir sense F stic j : 
mts inet Busy ire wane te tala Caer’ na | call, pan gentlemen, by their sense of justice, to | Ueman to show that this harbor is rendered any fi 
7 o the Missouri, Illinois, ‘Tennessee, and Arkansas rivers, pass this amendment, which proposes un appro- || more safe, or any more accessible, because a ba: = 
} 340,000. ' priation for as meritorious object as any 1 the bill. || stretehes two thirds across its entrance. This ti 
. For the improvement of the Red river, 380,000. _Mr. BAYLY said: I have seen no, proposi- | remark of the gentleman shows such entire igno- mM 
ey I ate he Ob eae oa ooo. ° head .of Cumberland | tion that demonstrates more clearly the inipropriety | rance of the subject upon which he speaks, and is pt 
: "Dorian smaeueanion setae badber at Siamford, Connec- of this sort of legislation than this proposition of | SO offensive in the motive it imputes, that it seems P 
a tieut, $5,000. the gentleman from New York, {Mr. CLARKE. } I amazing, that a gentleman of his great height and u 
24 cae ee in the || had the curiosity to-day to look at the maps and | proportions, an who always sees through his ni 
S "For the ~roveniateriebadeet CF iddntewees in the | measurments taat he produced. Well, 1 know || glasses—sometimes darkly—should indulge Hh} a 
a Ktate of Wisconsin, §10 000 te : "|| something about harbors, and I undertake to say || their utterance! : él 
For the improvement of the harbor.at Sheboygan, in the | that the very things that he complains of have im- || 4 ask for nothing but justice; I ask that the u 
oo . eel ee cs iatis kak tompegtedaneared proved that harbor. (Laughter.| The sole object | Government should undo the mischief it has done. . 
{ ue ove y ) a re « ow > new .ha° ' * - : > y . . 
cee Missiasippl aneamis 50 oe f || 1s the expenditute of money. Sir, [am not speak- | and when the Committee of the Whole, impressed . 
‘For the improvement of the Hurlgate channel, in New || “3 unadvisedly. The gentleman had his maps | with the justice of my amendment, adopt it, the M 
York harbor, $30,000, . _| and charts here, and I looked at them, and I un- | committee which reported this bill has formed a 
For the ceaore “ ae ns = eee ad of || dertake to say that if that bar which he is com- | species of close corporation, claiming to include % 
Cobseeck Bay, near Falls Island, below the Port of Pem- || plainine of had not bee ade by “pe ay | . : a 
broke, on the coast of Maine, @5,000. planing of had not been made by nature, they | and exclude at pleasure when in the committee 


Vor the improvement of the harbor at Pultneyville, in the | amendment—— | practice, which substitutes an entire new bill, in- 

Stiute "New VY » ari ' { e , , ‘ : } . . . eo 
hed rete en Ie Be pee A mara baat el Mr. BAYLY. Stop a little, I’m not through || creasing the appropriation some hundreds of thov- 
or the improvement of the harbor atthe mouth of Black s is eeenittl ease . Nour Yael Hi s pprop 

river, in the State of Michigan, 10,000. yet. 1e genticman from New ork iS SO much 


For asurvey of the harbor at Beaufort, North Carolinina, 
with an estimate of the cost and advantages to said harbor, 
connecting the river Neuse therewith, $2,500. 


For the survey of the Mississippi river above the Falls of 


St. Anthony, forthe purpose of ascertaining what improve 
ments (and the expense thereof) can be made in the navi- 
gation at Sauke and Pike rapids, #5,000. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Mobile, $50,000, 

For surveving the entrance to Taunton harbor, Massa 
chusetts, 81.500 

For the improvement and further survey of the harbor at 
Richmond city, Virginia, and the James river from said har- 
bor to the mouth of said river, and from the junction of said 
river with the Appomatox river, to the city of Petersburg, 
220.000. 

” or the construction of snag and dredge boats, and dis- 
charging scows, for the removal of obstructions in the har- 
bors on the coast of Texas, $50,000. 

For the removal of Middle Rock, designated on the chart 
as “Rocky Buoy,’’ in the harbor of New Haven, Connec 
treut, 6,000, or for the erection of a beacon thereon, at the 
dixcretion of the Secretary of War. 

For removing the raft in the Colorado river, Texas, 
#09 ,000. 

"Por removing the obstructions in the Rio Grande river, 
Texas, $25,700. 

For the improvement of the harbor of Port Jefferson, New 
York, $5,000, 

For reopeniag & communication between Albemarle 
Sound, North Carolina, and the Atlantic ocean, $100,000. 

For a sea wall on the Great Brewster in the harbor of 
Roston, Massachusetts, $15,000. 

or the construction of snag-boats, dredge- boats, and 
disebarging ccows, to be used on the Mississippi, Ohio, 
Missouri, Arkansas, and other western waters, $100,000. 

For a breakwater at Richmond Island, in Portland har 

or. £10000, 

Mr. CLARKE inquired if it was in order to offer 
un amendment to the substitute that had been read? 

Mr. McLANE said he believed he was entitled 
ro the floor. He merely wished to add, that the 
Clerk had so rapaaly read over the various items 

yitained in the substitute, that some gentleman 

‘ie¢ht imagine that some items are left out. He 
coed to say that tie substitute contained all that 
! 


he original bill contained with a few additional ap- 


tint 
Wen 


accustomed to see that lr never take out my five 
minutes, that he thought I was through before I 
really was. Now he is perfectly right in saying 
that this is a Sort of ** close corporation,” in which 
the game is fixed, and a gentleman like himself, 
who is not in the secrets of the matter, has no 
chance. And I therefore advise all such persons 
and the country against this sort of close cgrpo- 
ration, where none but the initiated can get in. 

: 8 . 
{Laughter.| I think that the gentleman himself, 
after the experience he has had of this sort of 
legislation, had better go against the whole Sys- 
tem, 

Mr. CLARKE. Will it be inorder for me to 
withdraw that amendment and oiler another? 

Loud cries of ‘* No, no!’ and ** Question !”’ 

The CHAIRMAN said that the question was 
upon the amendment. me 

The uproar in all parts of the Hall was very 
great. 

Mr. CLARKE. The gentleman from Virginia 
perhaps knows something about harbors 

Loud shouts of ‘*‘Order!’’ ** Order!’ 

The question was then taken on Mr. Crarke’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr.CLARKE then offered the’following amend- 
ment: 

* For the improvement of Sackett’s Harbor $9,000." 

My object (said Mr. C.) in offering that arend- 
ment, is to show the injustice of the remarks of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayvy.] 

"That gentleman takes occasion to say that he 
has examined the map of Sackett’s Harbor, which 
I have exhibited, and thinks that the bar at its 
mouth is not injurious, that he is much acquainted 
with harbors, and has no doubt that if that bar, 
whieh renders the entering and departure from 
that harbor so difficult, were removed, the people 
of that country would be here asking for an appro- 
priation for a breakwater to be put in its place, 





| were not for some rat 


| sands, merely, as it seems, to get rid of the amend- 
; ment suggested by me. 


The pomposity, the supercilious arrogance and 
swagger, with which the gentleman from Vir 


| ginia, with spectacles on nose, urges his objection, 
| 1s worthy of the renowned Colonel Pluck; but th: 


imputation it contains is not, I think, worthy of 
himself—it certainly is unworthy the State he in 


| part represents. 


Glorious Virginia! whatever may be her con- 


| dition now, once raised great men—men who wer 


apt to understand their subjects before they spoke, 


| and usually remembered those courtesies of life— 
| those rules that should always govern legislativ: 


proceedings, that made them forbear to impute wu) 


| worthy motives for the actions of others. 


If the gentleman fancies that from his greater 
experience in this House he can indulge in such 
remarks as he has made, without rebuke, he w: 
find himself wonderfully mistaken. 

Mr. BAYLY said: F should be very much 


clined to respond to the appeal of my youthfu 


friend from New York, {laughter,} who appeals 
to his youth in comparison with my age, |! | 

- ungentrous flings tha’ 
he made at me. He talked of my “ standing hig’ 


| in my boots,” and that ‘*I wore my spectacles 
upon my nose.’ 


> Well, sir, the gentleman weer 


his upon his head. I carry mine for use; bu' 
from i remarks on his juvenility in compariso!! 
with me, | must needs infer he wears his on hiv 
head for ornament [Roars of laughter.] As to 
my standing ‘‘high in my boots,’’ I cannot te 
how it occurs; I certainly meant no reproach \ 
the gentleman who came here with five feet four 
inches, although I am six feet. (Laughter and 


* confusion.) 


The question was then taken ow Mr. Crane * 
amendment, and it was lost. (Cries of ‘* Ques 
tion !°* question !’’) 

Mr. 


OUSTON. *I have an amendment & 











Ez —_ et 


1851. 
fer: but I will wait until the “ noise and confu- 
son’ 1s over. 

a said he would offer the following amend- 
nent to come in at the end of the 129th line of 
the gubstitute proposed by the honorable chair- 
on of the Committee on Commerce: 


« And that full power and authority is hereby given to | 


W. Walker, of the town of Lewes, Delaware, to con 
John his own cost and expense, a floating dock in the 


struct, > the said Delaware breakwater, and to move the 


narbor 0 


que at such points of the stone piles thereof as may be | 


venient; and also to construct @ small house on the 


; stone pile, for the accommodation of the fixtures and | 
hit 


yinery of said dock, subject to be removed from the 
i harbor aud the said stone pile, whenever he shall be 


vified and required by the Secretary of the Treasury of 


ne Upited States to remove the same, or either of them.’’ 
w 


Mr. H. said: The line to which I propose that 
3 an amendment, contains an ap ropriation for 
a Delaware breakwater. [ will state to the 
ommittee that [ introduced a memorial at the 
- geasion of Congress, in behalf of the gentle- 
nan mentioned it, (Mr. Walker,) asking author- 
ty to construct in that harbor, a floating dock, 
“> build it at his own eost,) for the repairs of 
auch vessels as were admitted there. Also to 
wuthorize that gentleman to construct a small 
gilding on the stone pile, for the accommodation 
of the machinery of the dock, removable when- 
ever so required by the Seeretary of the Treasury. 
but nothing was done with it; and several applica- 
ions have been made this session, but no action 
nas been taken upon them. I cannot see any 
particular objection to it, for it asks for no appro- 
nriation however small, Even if Mr, Walker 
ould not construct the dock at his own expense, 
no appropriation would be solicited. Inasmuch 
as this is a public harbor, belongme to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, he cannot, without 
he permission of Government, construct this 
dock, however useful it may be to the people 
wnd their interests. I will state that Mr. Walker 
3; a most worthy and respectable, meritorious 
nd enterprising gentleman, of the town of Lewes; 
and to my friends on the other side of the House 
lwould say that, to exonerate me from political 
partiality, he is not a Whig. 

Mr. ROOT said that it was perfectly obvious 
Jany one who had examined this amendment, 
at the object of it was to establish a grocery. 
Great laughter.) The object of this amendment 
as twofold: first, to enable this individual to 
have a floating-dock to take in vessels; and, sec- 
ond, to enable him to have a grocery to take in 
sailors. [Laughter.] It was clearly a private 
eeulation, and one that ought not to be enter- 
ained as an amendment to this bill. He hoped 
ie friends of temperance would go against this 
amendment. [Laughter.] ; 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hovston’s 
mendment, and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the substitute offered 
by Mr. McLane. 

“Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, offered the 
me amendment to the substitute which he had 
offered to the original bill, as follows: 

At end of substitute add: 

“ Provided, Tirat no portion of the money appropriated by 
ds bill shail be expended until it shall be ascertained that 
the current revenne of the Government shall be sufficient 
) cover all the expenditures authorized by this and all 
ther acts of Congress, for the year ending June 30, 1852, 
neluding a reservation to meet the paymentof the principal 
f the five per cent. loan of the 3d of Mareh, 1843.” 

Mr. C. said: I offer that amendment in good 
faith, and fam glad that another opportunity is 


fered to the House of adopting it as an amend- , 


ment to the bill, I desire very much that this 
imendinent should go to the House, that it should 
go to the country, and that the country shall 
know who it is in this Hall that desires to create 
w enlarged public debt for purposes of internal 
mprovement. Sir, if there is any objection to 
the amendment at all, it can only arise from an 
ipprehension that the current revenues will not 
he adequate to meet the appropriations to be made 
by this Congress. The rejection of this amend- 
ment looks directly to an increase of the public 
debt of the country. And, sir, this substitute is 
even larger than. the bill was. It embraces more 
than two millions to be added to the public debt, 
to swell its amount, and ultimately settle on the 
country a funded debt. I desire to have an op- 
portunity of offering this amendment in the House, 
that we may have the yeas and nays on the prop- 
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try, so that the country may know who is for, 
and who is againstPa public debt. 
that issue may be made here to-night, and let us 
go before the country on that issue, and let the 
people determine whether or not we are to have a 
ublic debt. This, sir, is but the entering wedge. 
f this bill is passed, the next Congress which 
shall assemble here will go into a general scram- 
ble, as to who shall have the largest share of the 


I desire that 


Mr. GIPDINGS said that he desired to appeal 
to gentlemen to get as soon as possible to a vote 
Every consideration of self-respect 

the committee should 

Amendments were being offered that had been 
frequently acted upon, and which were wholly 
At last session, in twa hours, Con- 
gress had sanctioned th@raising of two regiments 
of men, and incurred a debt of $3,000,000. 
had paid $8,000,000 to Texas, declared war with 
Mexico, and incurred a debt of $300,000,000. On 
all these occasions, those who are now deferring 
he passage of this bill sat silent; and when we 
proposed to give $2,000,000 for the benefit of the 
people they were up in arms against it—they were 
thrown into convulsive eloquence. 
G.) had not intended, when he rose, to discuss, as 
he had done, but simply to appeal to gentlemen to 
come to a speedy vote on the bill. 

Mr. CALDWELL demanded tellers on the 
adoption of his amendment; and they were or- 


upon the bill. 
demanded 


unnecessary. 


But he (Mr. 


| had it referred to the Committee on Commerce, | 


And the question having been taken by tellers, 
(Messrs. MceMvuuien and TuvurMan acting,) re- 
sulted—ayes 36, noes 86. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CLEVELAND desired to renew the amend- 
ment of the gentieman from Pennsylvania, {[Mr. 
Tuompson,| tor the purpose of liaving the work 
economically done. 
say a very few words in relation thereto. 

(The two additional sections, {to be found ina 
preceding column,] providing for the issue of pro 
posals for contracts for materials, or for executit 2 
such works as are appropriated for by the 
having been readj— 

Mr. C. wished to call the attention of the commit- 
tee and of the country to the fact, that this bill was 
being pressed through by a packed majority, who 
were in the hands of the Committee on Commerce. 
The day had been speut in fruitless attempts to 
amend the bill; and when it was thought that the 
bill was ready for a vote, the chairman of the 
committee had come forward and proposed a sub- 
stitute, embracing in its appropriations an increase 
The same majority that had 
held the original bill free from amendments, was 
found ready to vote for the pass¢ 
if this were in the “* green tree,’’ 
might not be expected by the country in the 
j Hie hoped that the question would 
fairly before the country, and that the country 
would see who were ready to vote in this manner 
for an appropriation of som« 
C.) would tell gentlemen 
not pay the ul 


properly an He desired to 


of at least $2 


ge of the substi- 


42,000,000. 
tnoat 3900 000,000 would 
of these appropria- 
All objects that had been appropriated for 
would again demand appropriations; 
year the amount woul 
it might end in national bankruptcy. 
that this might 


d year by 
{ swell, until, if not checked, 
He wished 
be the work ot the Whig party 
alone: but the chairman of the 
reported the bil 
hoped that 
principles they professe 
all sectional interests, 


‘oOmmittee who 
Democrat. 
uld vote to sustain the 
together irrespective oi 
tle concluded by again 
warning the committee of the probable result of 
the commencement of such a system of internal 
improvements. 
{Cries of ** Question!” 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, opposed the 
amendment, and would simply say that he consid- 
ered the remarks of the rentleman from Connecti- 
cut not distinguished so m 
ing as for their want of application t 
The question was then taken on Mr. Creve- 
LAND’s amendment, and it waa rejected. 
Mr. BRISBIN offered the following amend 


! 
ras a leading 


$6 question !”"’} 


th for their good breed- 
» the subject. 


"Por the improvement of the north branch of the Busque 
hanna river, $50,000." 

Mr. B. said: I was, as I before expressed my- 
self, opposed to all amendments to this bill. 


osition, and that they may go forth to the coun- |, hoped, if it must pass, it would pass as reported 
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But, sir, since its beauty has already been marred 
by the substitute offered by its friends, and by 
some amendments that have been made, as this 
system for the distribution of the public moueys 
seems to be expanding, I gee no impropriety in 
senting in the claim of my constituents for a 
share. 


A Voice. Will you vote for the bill if your 


amendment is adopted ? 


Mr. BRISBIN. No, sir; if you would increase 


it to $500,000 I would not vote forthe bill. Hew 

ever important the adoption of this amendment 
might be to my constituents, | am not to be im 

duced, even by a motive so strong as that always 
moved in my breast by a prospect of benefiting 
my own constituents, to become a party in the 
consummation of such an outrageous w rong upon 
the peeple at large. I will not become a particeps 
criminis to such an infamous sysiem of comet 

ing. | merely throw in the claim; and if the 
friends of this Measure in perfecting this system 
of Galphinism, see fit to vote in favor of it, 1 will 
leave the responsibility of accepting or rejecting it 
with my constituents. [| suppose the adoption or 
rejection of this amendment depends very little 
upon its propriety or impropriety. But I may be 
permitted to say, that there is not an appropriation 
made in this bill that is more needed, or one 
from which greater benefits would result than the 
one I propose. By it this noble river could be 
made navigable for more than one hundred and 
fifty miles, for all classes of boats, passing through 
a country rich in its agricultural productions, rich 
in minerals, peopled with an intelligent, indus 

trious, and enterprising people. But, sir, not 
withstanding the benefits that would result from 
this appropriation, we do not ask that the treasures 
of the nation should be diverted from their proper 
channel. We want no special privileges, benefits, 
or bounties. 


|. 


Mr. MILLER, of Ohio, was opposed to the 


amendment, as he was opposed to the whole bill. 
There was a manifest determination on the part of 
a majority to override all the rules of construction, 
to stifle all discussion upon the matter, and to pass 
this billas rapidly as possible. He canented 

system as one of the most vital blows that had 
been aimed at the Democratic party for the past 
twenly years. Such a system as tnIs WAS passed 
by the indirect manner in which the votes and in 
fluence of members were bought. Appropriations 
for their particular localities had a strong force in 
determining a man in favor of the general system. 
What was the bill? It was one founded on this 
very plan. It contained appropriations for some 


the 


ninety-four different locatities. Ninety-four mem- 
bers were, by the original bill, to receive appro 
priations for their constituents, and doulffeas it 
would receive the votes of the vast majority of this 
number. Items were added as additional s uppor 
was required to systems of this kind. In this pat 
ticular instance, the bill was pretty sure of a 
speedy passage, and hence the d ; 
variable veto of all amendments. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Barsary’ 


etermined and in 


amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to amend 
the substitute by striking out from the paragranh 
providing for the Mississippi, Ohio, Arkansas 
lrennesaee, and [llinois rivers, the two Ia 
rivers, 

Mr. J. addressed the committee to the followir 


effeet: Mr. Chairman, I believe I have occupied 


is little of the time of the committee as,almost any 


‘ W \ imed 


rentleman here, and [ now ask their attention fo; 
but a very few moments, while | briefly assic; 
my reasons for the motion which I have just su! 


mitted. Lassure the friends of the Tennessee and 
Lilinois rivers that Ido not make this motion fron 
any hostility to those rivers. I am willing that 
they should be provided for in a separate section, 
but I feel that the chairman of the Committee on 
Commerce, in inserting these two rivers in the 
sume clause of his substitute with the M ississipy : 
Ohio, and Arkansas rivers, has done grosa& injus- 
tice to the whole West and Southwest. And why? 
In the original bill $240,006 were appropriated fox 
these three first-class rivers—the Ohio, Missis. 
sippi, and Arkansas. Every gentleman felt that 





that was a mefe pittance in comparison with the 
vast interests involved in these three great rivers, 
and that the appropriation was wholly inadequate 
for the purposes for which it was designed. Y “eld, 
sir, the chairman of the Committee on Commerce 
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comes forward now with a substitute, in which he | 


has included the Illinois and Tennessee rivers in 
the paragraph with the three rivers l have named, 
without increasing the ambunt of the appropriation. 

Mr. PHELPS inqu@ed if there was any esti- 
mate from the War Department for the Illinois 
and ‘Tennessee rivers? 

Mr. JOHNSON replied that he did not know. 

Mr. PHELPS said that there was none. 

Mr. JOHNSON, (resuming.) The consequence 
of this provision in the substitute is, that the sum 
of $240,000, wholly insufficient before, isto be di- 
vided between two morerivers. I hope, therefore, 
that the committee will strike out the Illinois and 
‘Tennessee rivers from this section, and I will move 
to put those two rivers in a separate section, with 
proper provision for the purpose of giving them 
the necessary improvements. I[t is unnecessary 
for me to dwell on the importance, in a commercial 
point of view, of these three rivers, nor am I pre- 
pared to do it at this time, as | haVve not examined 
into the matter with suflicient minuteness. 
peat that | am not opposed to a proper appropria- 
tion being made for the improvement of the, llli- 
nois and Tennessee rivers, but I do object to their 
coming in and sharing the pittance which it was 
proposed to give to the Ohio, Mississippi, and 
Arkansas rivers. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, next obtained the floor. 
He said: | little expected, Mr. Chairman, to par- 
ticipate in this discussion, But when I see that 
gentlemen upon this floor are not willing to mete 
out justice to the particular section of country 


I re- | 
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| der; and 


eae ee oo, 


as no quorum had voted on a motion which was 
still pending. * 

Mr. PHELPS said that no quorum being pres- 
ent, he believed it was in order. 

‘The CHAIRMAN ruled the motion out of or- 


‘The Creng having called the roll, 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair, and the 
chairman of the committee reported the absentees; 
and a quorum being present, the committee re- 


| sumed its session. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise. | 
He was satisfied, from the great number of absent- 
ees, that they could not pass this bill to-night. 

Mr. DUER. If the gentleman makes a speech 


| in favor of rising, I shall wish to make one against 
/it. Wecan and will carry this bill through, It 


| would be miserable to y®id to a faction. 


[Cries 
of **Order ! order.”’ 
Mr. VINTON said: I was about to say when | 
I was interrupted, that I was satisfied, anxious as | 
I am, that we cannot dispose of the bill to-night. 
It is therefore useless to exhaust ourselves now. | 


, | am the more desirous 


Mr. DUER. I must object to debate. 
Mr. VINTON demanded tellers on the question 
of rising. ‘Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. 


| Ricuarpson and McLean of Kentucky, appoint- 
}ed. And the question being taken, resulted—ayes 
61, noes 59. 


So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman of the committee | 


| reported progress. e 


which | represent, and to rivers in that section, in | 


the navigation of which six or seven States are 
interested, | feel bound to raise my feeble voice. 
W hen I see gentlemen objecting to the ‘Tennessee 
river being included in these appropriations, I say 
that I feel bound to raise my voive here. Sir, I did 
not expect to take part in this debate. 
mined to allow the friends of this measure to perfect 
it without interference from me; but to content my- 
self with a single and simple vote on the passage of 
thebill. Butwhy is the gentleman from Arkansas 


I had deter- | 


so tenacious about dividing this appropriation of | 


4240,000 between the [Illinois and the Tennessee, as 
well as the Arkansas rivers? Is it because he 
thinks that his own river and his own State have 


‘The gentleman ought to be mindful that we have 
been extremely liberal to Arkansas during the 
present Congress; that we have given her four 
million acres of swamp lands, besides other things 
that | could enumerate, since the commencement 


«of this Congress. Then, sir, why should the gen- 


tleman from Arkansas object to dividing these 


stitute"f the gentleman from Maryland? [Mr. Me- 
Lane.} ‘There have been several ineffectual efforts 
made to attach amendments to the bill providing 
for the ‘Tennessee river, 
man of the Committee on Commerce has become 
satisfied that itis right and proper to embrace it 


Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution, that the hour 


of meeting of the House hereafter be eleven || 


o’clock, a. m., until otherwise ordered. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rules; pend- 
ing which motion, 


Mr. HALL moved that the House do now ad- || 
journ, | 


The question being taken, the House refused to 
adjourn. 

‘The question recurred on the motion to suspend 
the rules. 


Mr. FOWLER called for the yeas and nays on | 


that motion. . 
not received enough at the hands of Government? || 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
And the quastion being taken, it was decided in 


| the affirmative, and the rules were suspended 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the hour of meeting 
of the House be eleven o’clock a. m., until other- 
wise ordered. He moved the previous question. 

Mr. DUER hoped that, before the gentleman 


\from Virginia moved the previous question, he 
appropriations in the manner proposed in the sub- | 


would allow him (Mr. D.) to offer an amendment 


| to substitute ** ten o’clock ’’ for ‘* eleven o’clock.”’ 


And now that the chair- | 


in the bill, and to let it take a small share among | 


the western rivers, we find the gentleman from 
Arkansas railing against it. I am willing to take 
the pittance offered us to be divided amongst these 
rivers; but I think that it is only fairand just that 
the Tennessee river should have a small appropria- 
tion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS wished to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN suid that it was not in order, 


as there wag an amendment to the amendment now 


vending. 
Mr. WILLIAMS understood that the motion 
of the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson,] 
was to strike out the Tennessee and Illinois rivers. 
The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that a substitute had been offered to 
the original bill, and that the gentleman from Ar- 
kansas had moved an amendmeut to that substi- 
tule. 


Mr. VINTON hoped not. 

Mr. BAYLY declined to withdraw his call for 
the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 


the main question was ordered, which main ques- || 
tion was on agreeing to the resolution, which was || 


| adopted. 


Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the resolution was adopted, and to lay the 


| motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter || 


| motion was agreed to. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| Secretary of State, in compliance with the resolu- || formed in the New 


‘The question was ‘hen taken on Mr. Jounson’s | 


amendthent, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEDDON moved that the committee rise; 
and demanded tellers on taking the question. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Sueprerp 
and Hissagp were appointed. 

The question being taken, there Was found to be 
no quorum voting—ayes 8, noes 96. 

Cries of **Call the roll !”’ 

Mr. CALDWELL moved the committee rise. 


| 
| 


On motion by Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, the | 


House, at half-past ten p. m., adjourned. 
eS 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, February 17, 1851. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. M. P. Fin.tomore, his 
Private Secretary, transmitting a report from the 


tion of the 28th ultimo, communicating further 
correspondence in relation to the seizure of the 
British ship Albion by the collector of Astoria, in 
the collection district of Oregon; which was read, 
and, 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
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| to be printed. 


Feb. 17, 


—— 


} 


| ber of clerks and messengers employed therein 
_and stating that the number of persons so em, 
_ ployed could not be er with without injury 
to the public service; which was read and ordered 


CREDENTIALS OF GENERAL CASs. 
Mr. FELCH presented the credentials of the 
| Honorable Lewis Cass, elected a Senator by the 
| Legislature of the State of Michigan for the tern 
of six years, commencing the 4th day of March 
next; which were read. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. MILLER, I have received and been ye. 
| quested to present a memorial signed by the Goy. 
| ernor and members of the Legislature of Ney 
Jersey, expressing their very decided approval of 
the establishment of a line of steamers to th» 
| western coast of Africa, agreeable to the proposi- 
tion which was submitted by the Committee oy 
Naval Affairs last session of Congress. Amone 
other reasons assigned for the step, they assert 
their belief that it would be the best, if not the 
only means for the suppression of the African 
| slave trade, by planting on the coast of that be. 
| nighted country communities of civilized anq 
| christian people, who, by their example and infly- 
| ence and civil institutions, would be brought in 
immediate opposition to the odious traffic. Sec. 
ondly, that itavould be the means of developing 
the vast resources of that country by exciting ag- 
| riculture, industry, and enterprise among the ab- 
_ origines, and direct their attention to such pur- 
| suits as would tend to their own comfort and 
| happiness, and the increase of commerce, and, if 
properly encouraged, will add to our own national 
| prosperity; and, thirdly, that the regular inter. 
| course afforded by a line of steamers would in- 
| duce thousands of free people of color to emigrate 
| from this country to Libera. I move its reference 
| to the Committee on Commerce. 

The memorial was so referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
| meniorial, signed by Charles Loring, Rufus Choate, 
| and other members of the Boston bar, setting 

forth the great losses sustained by inventors and 
assignees of inventors holding mghts under the 
| patent laws of the United States, from the intro- 
| duction of products manufactured by machines of 
| American invention in the British Provinces, which 
| evil has become so glaring as to involve the whole 
value of inventions secured by letters patent, and 
| that too in the very face of decisions both at law 
and equity covering the validity of such inven- 
| tions. The depredators having been driven from 
| the United States, colonize in Canada, and from 
| that point send in their productions, thus defeat- 
| ing the purpose for which protection is given to 
| inventors. ‘They ask that some suitable remedy 
| 
| 





may be proposed by which the evil can be reached, 
sail walk that the present bill before Congress ‘‘giv- 
| ing further esto es to patentees’’ may be passed; 

which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial nu- 
| merously signed by citizens of New York, asking 
that a law may be immediately passed empower- 
ing the courts to declare a patent illegal, and repeal 
the same whenever proved to be so; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a memorial from assistant marshals em- 


|| ployed in taking the seventh census in Broome 


county, in the State of New York, asking to be 
| allowed additional compensation for the same; 


'| which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 


| diciary. 
Mr. FELCH presented a petition from Joseph 
| W. Edwards, asking a pension for service per- 
York militia during the last 
| war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a memo- 
| rial very numerously signed by citizens of Phile- 
| delphia, asking such modification of the bounty 
| land law as will secure one hundred and sixty 
acres to all those engaged in the war of 1812; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


| body a communication from the Department of 


1 State, made agreeably to law, showing the dis- 


Also, from Charles Cooper & Co., asking to be 
allowed interest for delay in paynient of an amount 


. . ° . ’ 
| bursements for the service of the same, including; due them under contract with the Quartermaster 8 


| foreign missions, to the 30th June, 1850; which 
| was read and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a communication, from the Department of 


The CHAIRMAN stated it was not in order, /| State, made agreeably to law, showing the num- 


| department; which was referred to the Coimit- 
| tee of Claims. ; 
| Also, two petitions from citizens of the State ot 
|! Maine asking that Congress will send the United 
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states Navy to California to bring back their suf- || them on the table, not because I believed it was 
my ; | right, but because ‘that was in accordance with a 


fering sons and daughters, held in bondage by 
nayerty and disease, that they may again greet 
their connections and friends; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BELL presented a memorial from clerks 
employed in the office of the post office at Nash- 
ville, in the State of ‘Tennessee, asking an increase 
of compensation ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from the 
mayor and aldermen of the city of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and ae from citizens of New 
York, asking that the public lands may be granted 
in limited quantities to actual settlers not possessed 
of other lands; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. . ae 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial from citizens 
of Pennsylvamia, asking such modification of the 
bounty land Jaw as will secure to the soldiers of | 
the war of 1812, in all cases, one hundred and 
sixty acres of land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
Gloucester county, New Jersey, asking the im- 
mediate repeal of the fugitive slave law; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PRATT presented a memorial of the citi- | 
zens of Alleghany county, in the State of Mary- | 


which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUTLER submitted additional documents 
in relation to the subject of increasing the salary 
of the judges of the United States court for the 
district of New Hampshire; which were referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


land, asking a modification of the tariff of 1846; law, but simply to declare what the late law was. 


documents in relation to the claim of Sarah K. | 
Jenks; which were referred to the Committee of | 
Claims. 


THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I have received a memorial 
signed by D. L. Milliken, William Milliken, J. 
H. Haines, and other residents of Burnham, in 
the county of Waldo, in the State of Maine, ask- 
ing for the repeal or modification of the fugitive 
slave law; and inasmuch as the subject of that law 
is before the Committee on the Judiciary, I move 
that this memorial be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The petition is in the following terms: | 
To the Senate and 


House of Representatives of the United States: 
Whereas Congress, at its late session, did pass a bill en- 


titled “* Avi act to amend and supplementary to an act enti- +] 


ted* An act respecting fugitives from justice and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters,’ approved 
February 12, 1793, which said enactment was approved by 
the President September 18, 1850: 

We, the undersigned, residents of the town of Burnham, 
in the county of Waldo and State of Maine, regarding that 
act as in conflict with the Constitution of the United States, 
and also as infringing upon the duties which we owe to 
benevolence, to humanity, and to God, and being unwilling 
tocomply with its requisitions or submit to its penalties, 
earnestly ask its speedy repeal or modification. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no objection myself 
that any of these petitions should go to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. Most of them have been 
laid on the table, though I know that some have 
found their way to that committee. 
notice that I shall have nothing to do with them. | 
There are gentlemen of that committee who may 
take charge of this petition, if they think proper; 
but I give this notice because it is perfectly imma- | 
terial to me whether that law.is modified or not. 

Mr. ATCHISON subsequently rose and said: | 
May I inquire what was the character of the me- 
morial which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary ? 

The PRESIDENT. It was a memorial for the 
repeal or modification of the fugitive slave law. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move, then, that the vote 
by which it was referred to the coramittee be re- 
considered. I make the motion, because I can 
see no good reason why a memorial presented by 
the Senator from Maine, upon the subject of the 
repeal of that law, should not be laid upon the 
table, as well as those of a similar character which 


were poeeenies by the Senator from New York 
[Mr. 


shire; (Mr. Haxe.] 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is known to all that I have 
Presented various petitions of a somewhat similar 
character, and that 1 have myself moved to lay 


THE CON 





| top. 


But I give |! 


EWARD] or the Senator from New Hamp- | 
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determination of the Senate. This is a memorial 
which asks for a modification of that law, and I 
| believe the Committee on the Judiciary have a bill 
now before them for that purpose; and coming 


| from such a respectable source as this memorial 


| did, asking for a modification of that law, signed 
by members of the State Senate and others who 
have been members of our E:xecutive Council and 
State Legislature, and others of our most worthy 
citizens, in the discharge of my duty I could not 
do otherwise than to ask that the memorial may 
receive as favorable consideration as those which 
ask the Senate to consider a bill which has been 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Even- 
handed justice requires that such a course should 
be pursued. 

‘The PRESIDENT. On looking at the memo- 
rial, the Ghair finds that the names are on several 
pieces of paper pasted to a printed petition at the 
W hether it was there when the paper was 

signed originaily cannot be ascertained trom the 
paper itseil. 

Mr. FOOTE. I thiwk the Senator from Maine 

is mistaken as to the character of the measure, if 

| he refers to the bill introduced by the Senatorfrom 

Indiana, (Mr. Bricut.| 1 believe the billto which 

the Senator refers does not propose to alter the 


For my own part, recognizing what we have done 
asa definitive settlement, | cannot vote for any- 
thing that will tend to renew agitation. 
fore move to lay the subject on the table. 
The PRESIDENT. 


1 there- 


the proposition is to re- 
consider the vote by which the memorial was re- 


Mr. FOOTE. 
motion. 

Mr. CHASE. I think the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi is mistaken as to the character of the bill 
introduced by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. 

| Bricutr.} Itdoes not propose to explain the late 


Very well; then | withdraw my 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted additional ar to the committee. , 
| 


| law, for it does not need any explanation, and | 


hardly think that any explanation which might 


| be given to it would amount to much if it did. 


But it proposes to revive the old law so far as to 


| enforce the penalties which are imposed by it, in- 


asmuch as the district court of Indiana have de- 


| erded that the law of 1850 repealed the law of 


1793 as far as that is concerned. 
court of Indiana has so decided. 

Mr. FOOTE. [think not. 

Mr. CHASE. Well, it is feared that the dis- 
trict court of Indian wiil so decide. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understood the Sénator from 


The district 


|, Indiana to say that it was simply a matter of dis- 


putation there, and, being so, it was looked upon 
as desirable that the proper interpretation of the 
law should be fixed. 1 do not understand that 
there has been any adjudication, or that there was 
any serious apprehension that the courts of Indi- 
| ana would not decide as they will be bound to 
decide ultimately. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on re- 
considering the vote by which the memorial was 
referred, and not the bill presented by the Senator 
trom Indiana. 


| . Mr. CHASE, 


I am aware of the state of the 
question, and I did not mean to trespass on the 
rules of the Senate at all. 1 think it may be prop- 
| er to say that if no such decision has been made, 
there has been, as stated by the Senator from 
Mississippi, an apprehension that such a decision 
may be made. The act of 1850 ‘provides for 
heavy penalties, much greater than those of the 
| act of 1793, and being upon the same subject-mat- 
ter, it is supposed that it may be repealed. 

I pass from that subject. That bill, however, 
whatever may be the character of it, has been re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. There 
is now a petition, vouched for by the Senator 
from Maine as coming from a gentleman of the 
very first character in his State, praying for sim- 
ilar objects; and I submit to the Senate, without 
a single word of observation further, whether they 
are prepared to make a distinction between memo- 
rials, petitions, and bills upon one side of this sub- 
ject and thosevupon the othe side? 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, the record of 
the Senate shows this to be the character of its 
past action on this subject: That when a petition 
| relating to the laws concerning fugitives from 
| service was presented it was referred, if its ob- 
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ject was to render those laws more stringent than 
they are now adjudicated to be. A bill the 
effect of which is to increasethe rigors of the law, 
has received a reference. Petitions for the amend- 
ment of those laws, so as to render them legs rigor- 
ous, are denied a reference. That is one discrep- 
ancy. ‘The record shows another, viz: that when 
a petition is submitted-to the Senate, on the mo- 
tion of a Senator from Pennsylvania, praying even 
for an amelioration or a repeal of these laws, it re- 
ceives a reference. When a petition for precisely 
the same object is presented by a Senator from 
New York, it is denied a reference. 

I shall vote against the reconsideration of the 
reference which has been made, as well because 
L am in favor of equal and exact justice to both 
sides of this question, as because it is my duty to 
insist upon equal and exact justice from the Sen- 
ate to all its members. But | shall vote against 
the reconsideration for another reason. For the 
reason that! think it most injudicious and most un- 
wise to deny a reference to a petition of any class 
of citizens of the United States, whether they be 
such as those who have sent here the petition now 
presented by the honorable Senator from Maine, 
consisting of what has been called here the élite of 
society, or whether it be sent here by plain, unas- 
suming republican citizens. I hold thatall are enti- 
led to equal legislative respect and consideration, 
and I never stop to inquire to which of the two 
L have never obtruded 
upon the Senate the character, title, or rank of 
any person whose name was annexed to a pet- 
tion relating to the present subject presented by 
myself, 

But there is still another reason that I am glad 
to have an opportunity to state; and thatis, that if 
the ovject of the Senate be to suppress agitauion, 
in my poor judgment they take exactly the wrong 
course to doit. For years upon years the Con- 
vres3 of the United States, in one or other branch, 
refused, in one form or another, to receive and 


consider petitions on the subject of slavery. ‘The 
effect was a denial of the rightof petition. Flis- 


tory, | think, has settled the point, that that de- 
nial of the right of petition increased the agitation 
on the subject of slavery instead of diminishing i. 
Now, | hold it to be precisely the same in eftect, 
whether the Senate shall refuse to receive the peti- 
tion and reject the petitioners from their doors, or 
whether they shall go through the formality of re- 
celving the petition, laying it upon the table, and 
denying it reference and consideration. Whatever 
my opinion, then, of the merits of petitions may 
be, lam in favor, when they are respectful, of e 
giving them not only a hearing, but a considera- 
tion. 

But I desire to state further upon this Mbject, 
that | am in favor of receiving these petitions for 
the purpose of consideration and legislative action. 
‘The Congress of the United States at the last ses- 
sion attempted to do this thing 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator understands 
the question before the Senate, does he not? 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly, sir, I do. I am 
speaking of the fugitive slave bill of the last ses- 
sion, which is the subject of the present memorial; 
a law which attempted, by very rigorous enact- 
ments, to enforce upon the free States of this Union 
the domestic and social economy of the slave 
States; an experiment which | believe has reacted, 
and will continue to react, upon the institution of 
slavery itseif. It is of the same class of legislation 
as that which demanded in Great Britain a con- 
formity in religion on the part of the Catholic pop- 
ulation of Ireland to the Protestant ceremonies and 
the religion of England. I believe such experi- 
ments wil fail, and I believe so because they are 
not founded in true political philosophy, in what 
constitutes the true political philosophy of this 
Government, which should treat the States of this 
Union as being intrusted with the management of 
their own domestic concerns, and should leave the 
sentiments, and, as faras possible, the domestic in- 
stitutions of the States to the care of the States 
themselves; and, where uniformity cannot be com- 

velled, should be content without exacting’ entire 
eee. 

Whether these petitions are now referred and 
considered, or Whether they shall be allowed to 
accumulate, as they will, inmy humble judgment, 
continue to accumulate from session to session, the 
result will be that those who flatter themselves that 
they have arrested agitation will find that they 
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have, by this very course, increased the agitation 
which it was their object to allay. 

I may say this, sir, ] am sure, because, al- 
though [ have been distinguished on some occa- 
sions by the epithet of pastaier, I happen to be at 
least gue member of this body—how many others 
there are 1 do not know—who never introduce 
this agitating subject of slavery here, who have 
been content with the debates which were had 
upon it, when it came legitimately before us in the 
torm of bills requiring debate; bills which, in the 
process of legislation, became, or might become 
jaws. Iam one who has never spoken on the sub- 
ject in this house since the bills referred to became 
laws, and of whom it cannot be said that I have 
on any occasion, by speech, writing, or otherwise, 
addressed the people on the subject since those 
bills became laws. Sir, I claim then to be one of 
those who have been content to leave these meas- 
ures to the scrutiny of the people, and to abide 
their judgment and the test of time and truth. I 
have added no codicils, and have none to add, to 
vary, enforce, or explain what I had occasion to 
say during the debates on these questions. Hav- 
ing thua no desire to interfere with the public in- 
vestigation of these questions in any manner, but 
content to leave them: to the examination of the 
people without interference on my own part, I may 
certainly be allowed to express my feelings on the 
present question. AndI os therefore express my 
desire that the right of petition, whatever else we 
may do, may be respected and held sacred here; 
and for that reason especially, as well as for the 
others already stated, | shall vote against the re- 
consideration, 

Mr. BERRIEN. I desire simply to say that, 
us I understand the bill introduced by the Senator 
from Indiana, it is a bill which proposes to declare 
that the act of 1850 did not repeal the act of 1793. 
That is a very distinct proposition from the one 
contained in the memorial presented to the Senate. 
That seeks a modification of the act of 1850, and 
therefore throws open this subject to that agitation 
which it is desirable on all hands should be avoid- 
ed. I trust that the motion of the Senator from 
Missouri will prevail, and that the memorial will 
be laid on the table, as those of a similar character 
have been. 

Mr. BADGER. The distinction between the 
bill offered by the Senator froma Indiana, as stated 
hy the Senator from Georgia, |Mr. Berrten,] and 
the memorial under consideration, is clear and pal- 
pable. That was a bill the object of which was 
not to interfere with the provisions of the act of 


. the last session, nor with the provisions of the act 


of 1793; but to declare—and very unnecessarily, 
as 1 think—that the act of the last session to 
amend&he act of 1793 did not repeal the act of 
1793. That is all. The bill proposes to touch 
the provisions of neither of these acts, but to de- 
clare the sense Of Congress that the last act does 
not repeal the first. Stull, Mr. President, 1 am 
extremely sorry that the Senator from Indiana in- 
troduced that bill. 1 was verry sorry that the bil! 
was not instantly laid on the table; for although 


the distinction between the two cases is plain and | 


obvious, | saw then, and stated to several of my 
friends, that subsequently propositions on the sub- 
ject of this description would be brought before’ 
the Senate in consequence of the reception and 
reference of that bill. 

{ will say one word about the humbug concern- 
ing the right of petition. ‘This we know, in con- 
nection with the course taken by the two Houses 
of Congress, has been seized upon and made a 
subject of fruitful denunciation and discussion and 
no amall amount of mischiefthroughout the north- 
ern portion of the United States, because a rule 
was adopted in the House of Representatives that 
the question of receiving such petitions should be 
laid upon the table; in other words, that the peti- 
tion should not be received. We have now a 
new edition, and an extension of the right of pe- 
tition; for, if I understand the Senator who last 
addressed the Senate, he considers that to lay the 
question of réceiving a petition on the table, and 
to lay & petition on the table after it is received 
here, are, in substance, one and the same thing; 
each involving a particular denial of the right of 
petition. Then let us see what this leads to. Ac- 
cording to the Senator, if we receive a petition or 
memorial, although the whole Senate may be of 
the opinion that nothing ought ‘to be done with 
reference to the subject, we are obliged to refer it 
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| to a committee; for if we lay it on the table it is a 
| refusal of the right of petition. 


Well, then, from a 


erence is made solely for the purpose of obtaining 


| @ report; and if they do not report, and the Senate 


do not compel them to report, it is, by the same 
process of reasoning, a denial of the right of petition. 


| Well, suppose the committee report a bill not | 
| in conformity with the prayer of the petition, and | 
| it is moved that that bill lie upon the table. Ar- | 
cording to the same reasoning upon this subject, | 
that is equal to a violation of the right of petition; | 
i be said: What, will you receive a pe- | 


for it wi 
tition, and have it referred, and a report made, 


and then treat the petitioners so contemptuously | 


as not to consider it, but order it to lie on the ta- 


| ble? 
Mr. President this is what we habitually do. | 
We receive memorials and petitions and we order | 


them to lie on the table, or we refer them or not 


according to our sense of the necessity or propri- | 


ety of the reference. And when we receive a pe- 


tition, to say that we are bound to do anything 
more, out of regard to the rights of the petitioners, | 
is to say that when they think proper to petition or | 
memorialize Congress on any subject, Congress | 
is not only obliged to hear but to act upon it, and 

| for aught I can see, to do what is desired. 

And substitute their judg- | 


Mr. BERRIEN. 


ment for our own. 


Mr. BADGER. Yes, as the Senator from Geor- 


gia suggests, it is to substitute the judgment of the 
petitioners for our own. 


promote agitation, and the Senator from New 


York is exceedingly solicitous to prevent it, and |, 


talks about the philosophy of government, or the 
philosophy of obligations. 


losophy. 


betore there has been an opportunity for the pub- 


lic to know whether the measure is wise and good | 


or not. It therefore seems to me that this ques- 
tion has nothing to do with the rightof petition, 
unless the right of petition be the right to compel 


this body to consider and act upon a subject irre- | 
spective of its own judgment of its propriety. I | 


shall vote for the reconsideration of the motion by 
which this memorial was referred to the Commit- 


tee on the Judiciary with the intention of voting | 

| to lay the memorial on the table, because I believe 

its consideration will be injurious, and cannot be | 

In the exercise of my own judgment | 

[ feel that I have invaded the privileges or rights | 

of no portion of the citizens of the United States. | 
Mr. BRADBURY. I regard the decision of this 


beneficial. 


uestion of no great practical importance, whether 
the vote of reference be reconsidered or the me- 
morial be left with the committee to which it has 
been referred. ‘The Judiciary Committee has the 
subject fully before it at the present time—as fully 
without this petition as it can be with it. A peti- 
tion of the same character as this was referred 
some months ago, and the committee have agreed 
upon a report upon that petition. The bill mtro- 
duced by the honorable Senator from Indiana was 
referred in like manner, and the committee have 
also agreed upon a report. 
Perhaps it may be well that I should take the 


oceasion to add that the committee deem any levis- | 


lation upon the whole subjectinexpedient. It ean 
! , 


then, make no practical difference whether the pe- | 


tition 1s referred or not. The first petition which 
was laid on the table was so disposed of, amongst 


| other reasons, for the purpose of stopping useless | 


debate. It was known that the morning business 


was interrupted by unnecessary and prolonged | 
discussion on this subject, to the exelusion of all | 
i voted to make that disposition | 
of such petitions, and shall do it again under like 

| clreumstances. 


other business, 


Al, GLOBE. 


We must refer it. | 
, precisely similar course of | 
reasoning, if the committee do not report, the | 
Senate must require them to report, because a ref- | 


Now, Mr. President, | 
we are told that if we pursue this course we-shall | 


I think we have no | 
need to involve ourselves in any intricacies of phi- 
y- Here is a law passed at the last session, | 
and if the Senate are satisfied that the law ought | 
to be suffered to stand until time and experience | 
have tested its wisdom, its merits or demerits, then | 
the Senate, with a due regard to the interests of | 
the country and their own duty, dare not prema- | 
turely agitate a subject which they believe has | 
been once closed; which would be .otherwise un- | 
|| just and offensive to the public itself, and injuri- 
ous to the public interests. The agitation of the | 
subject in an unfriendly and hostile manner now, 
_ would be to reopen the agitation of the subject | 


eb. 17. 


Now a different question is presented; a petitic 
7 Tt mn 
has already been referred, and the motion is to re 
consider the vote of reference; if the petition had 
been suffered to remain with the committee ther 
would have been the end of it. If, however the 
motion to reconsider is pressed, we know not how 
long the discussion may be continued, nor hoy 
much of the time of the Senate may be taken yp 
in this unnecessary debate. I regret that the Sen. 
ator from Missouri [Mr. Arcarson] felt it to be 
his duty to make the motion to reconsider, anq 
open the door to all this discussion—for the dispo- 
sition of the petition which had been made coujd 
do no manner of injury. AsT voted to lay peti- 
| tions on the table to prevent a waste of time, 50 
now, to put an end to this profitless- discussion, | 
move that the motion of the Senator from Mig. 
 souri be laid on the table. 
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator withdray 
that motion for a moment? 
Mr. BRADBURY. Certainly, if the Senato; 
+ will renew it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to make an explanation, 
as the Committee on the Judiciary has been pretiy 
freely alluded to, and I have no doubt in good 
faith, by the Senator from Maine. When the sub. 
ject came before the committee, I positively refused 
to have anything to do with it one way or the 
other. What has been done by the other members 
of the committee I know not; but I wish to make 
one explanation, that my course now and hereaf. 
ter may be intelligible to the Senate. I did as 
much, or endeavored to do as much, and in good 
faith, as any Senator on this floor to arrest agita- 
tion on this subject. During the greater part of 
the last session, while others were casting impedi- 
ments—for they were bit impediments—in this 
stream of agitation, [ publicly declared to the Sen. 
ate that, so far as [ was concerned, I should rm 
, from that time forth raise any opposition to any 

petition of such a character which might be intro- 
duced to this Senate; and I say now, in my clos- 
ing remarks, that te might as well attempt to pu’ 
a maniac asleep by lullabies as to restrain agita- 
tion on this subject. . 
Mr. HALE. Iam exceedingly gratified by the 
remarks of the Senator fram South Carolina on 
this subject, and I think there is a great deal of 
truth in them. But I want to call the attention of 
the Senate to this consideration in the disposition 
of this question. I take it it will be conceded by 
everybody that it is desirable to have the laws 
which we pass, particularly our quiescent laws, 
uniform in their operation. I have not read al! 
the papers, and I am not posted up upon, the pro- 


| ceedings in all the States; but I do know that this 


law has operated differently in several States. | 
think I know how it has operated in three of the 
States, and a more diverse operation of a simple 
law cannot well be conceived. This is the reason 
why | think a little more legislation is needed. 
For instance, in New York aslave has been seized 
and sent back to his master and sold. I suppose 
that is carrying out the objects of the law to the 
full extent, in the minds of some. In Pennsylva- 
nia a freeman has been kidnapped and sent into 
slavery. That isthe operation of the law in Penn- 
sylvania; but it so happened that the man to whom 
the freeman was sent had more humanity than the 
| law and the officers of the law, and he sent him 
| back again to freedom. Come to Massachusetts, 
| and what is the operation there? I learn by the 
newspapers received this morning that a slave has 
been arrested there under the law, and has been 
taken by a mob out of the United States court 
room and liberated. There is not much wniform- 
ity then in the operation of this law in New York, 
| Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts; and I would 
suggest to the Senate whether, in consideration of 
the fact that there is not more uniformity in the 
operation of the law, a.little more legislation is not 





desirable. It is possible we may wish to make the 
law a little more stringent. There is a distinction 
admitted between this petition and the bill of the 
honorable Senator from Indiana; but I think the 
honorable Senator from North Cardlina exceed- 
ingly unfortunate in his illustration, because he 
says the bill of the honorable Senator from Indians 
was to declare what was the meaning of the law of 
1850, whereas this petition is for an alteration of 
the law. lL trust it is tov late in the day for the 
Senate of the United States to undertake to adju- 
dicate as to what was the legal effect of the act 
passed a year ago. I think the Supreme Court 
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